
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worden 2017 England Trip Guide Book 
 

J. Schuerman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright 2017 

 

 

 

Cover Picture: Downham Lancashire, Looking north to Hollin’s Farm 

Peter Barr [CC BY-SA 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons 



 

 

 

Contents 

Introduction ............................................................................................................................................... 1 
I. Manchester ............................................................................................................................................. 2 
II. Radcliffe ............................................................................................................................................... 5 

William de Radeclive ............................................................................................................................ 5 
Richard Radcliffe .................................................................................................................................. 6 
The Great William ................................................................................................................................ 7 
Sir James de Radcliffe—The Tempests Appear ................................................................................... 8 
Radcliffe Tower .................................................................................................................................... 9 
Radcliffe Church ................................................................................................................................... 9 

III. Worthingtons and Wordens .............................................................................................................. 12 

Werden ................................................................................................................................................ 13 
Clayton ................................................................................................................................................ 13 
Farington—Leyland ............................................................................................................................ 13 
Peter Werden (Worden) I .................................................................................................................... 14 
The Worthingtons ............................................................................................................................... 15 
A Manuscript of our ancestor Isabel (Worthington) Werden ............................................................. 17 
The Places of the Wordens and Worthingtons .................................................................................... 19 

IV. Samlesbury........................................................................................................................................ 25 

Samlesbury Hall .................................................................................................................................. 26 

V.  Mittons, Bayleys, and Sherburnes ..................................................................................................... 27 
VI. The Talbots ....................................................................................................................................... 34 

Talbots of Bashall ............................................................................................................................... 34 

VII. Clitheroe—the de Lacys .................................................................................................................. 40 

Clitheroe Castle ................................................................................................................................... 41 
Two descents of the Lacys to Peter Worden I ..................................................................................... 44 

VIII. The Tempests ................................................................................................................................. 45 

The Places of the Tempests ................................................................................................................. 51 
Hellifield Peel and Long Preston ........................................................................................................ 55 

IX. The Hamertons, Knolls, and Arches ................................................................................................. 56 
X. Downham ........................................................................................................................................... 60 
XI.  The Harringtons ............................................................................................................................... 62 
XII. Morecambe Bay and Cockersand Abbey ........................................................................................ 67 
XIII.  Lancaster ....................................................................................................................................... 68 
Map of the places we will visit ............................................................................................................... 69 
Churches ................................................................................................................................................. 70 
Castles ..................................................................................................................................................... 72 
Shields ..................................................................................................................................................... 73 
Timeline .................................................................................................................................................. 76 
Glossary of Medieval Genealogy ............................................................................................................ 78 
Kings and Queens of England ................................................................................................................. 83 
Tempest, Holand, Talbot, Sherburne, Harington, Mowbray, Banaster Relationships in the 1300s........ 85 

 



 

 

 



1 

 

Introduction 

 

This tour concerns primarily places of our ancestors in the latter medieval period, that is, from about 1250 

to 1620, although we will also touch on earlier ancestors.  The tour will be concerned primarily with 

"gentry" ancestors of Peter Worden I in Lancashire and Yorkshire.  By "gentry" I mean lower upper class 

and upper middle class individuals who were not royalty or aristocracy (nobles, dukes, earls, etc.).  These 

"gentry" were, however, sometimes "lords" in that they controlled large estates.  We are descended from a 

number of royals and nobles but we will not focus on visiting their places, with a couple of 

exceptions.  Many of the ancestors whose places we will visit were knights (some were knights, some 

were lords, and some were both) so could be addressed as "Sir."  (Members of the clergy were also often 

addressed as "Sir.") 

 

The ancestors whose places we will visit had some things in common.  Up until 1529, when Henry VIII 

established the English church, they were all Catholic.  After that most of them continued to be Catholic, 

sometimes openly, sometimes surreptitiously, as was the case with most of the inhabitants of the 

northwest of England.  They also intermarried, sometimes with fairly close cousins.  The church 

prohibited intermarriage within certain “degrees” but couples could petition the Pope for a dispensation to 

marry and this happened with some of our ancestors.  Later I show a diagram of some of those 

interrelationships. 

 

We will be visiting parts of Lancashire and North Yorkshire.  The trip begins in Manchester and on the 

second day we will travel north and west, to Radcliffe then through places of the Worthngtons and 

Werdens ending the day in Hurst Green.  The drive from Preston to Hurst Green follows the River Ribble, 

which we will be close to much of our trip.  The Ribble runs into the Irish Sea after skirting the south side 

of Preston.  In the Hurst Green area two other rivers join the Ribble, the Hodder from the north and the 

Calder from the south.  The site is quite idyllic, on the east looms Pendle Hill, a favorite of walkers and 

home of the Pendle Hill witches, some years before our Salem witches.  On the west is Long Ridge.  This 

is also Tolkien country, if you want to skip the tour one day, you can walk the Tolkien Trail 

(http://www.visitlancashire.com/things-to-do/the-tolkien-trail-in-the-footsteps-of-j-r-r-tolkien-p583810).  

This is also the southern end of the Forest of Bowland, a forest with very few trees. 

 

On the fourth day we will travel north and east into North Yorkshire to the town of Skipton which is in 

the ancient Craven district.  This is the southern end of the Yorkshire Dales, a district of high rolling hills 

primarily occupied by sheep.  On the fifth day we travel north and west to Cartmel in the county of 

Cumbria, once a part of Lancashire.  This is the south end of Lake District, a picturesque area of lakes and 

beautiful mountains.  After Cartmel we travel to Morcambe Bay, a desolate expanse of sand on the Irish 

Sea and the location of the ruins of Cockersand Abbey.  

 

Much of the material below is from articles I have written for Wordens Past but a lot of it is new.  In 

some of this I have not included much documentation.  I do have sources for almost everything I say, so if 

you want me to provide them, I can. 
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I. Manchester 

 

Manchester is in northwest England, on the River Irwell which separates it from the suburb of Salford.  

The river joins the River Mersey south of Manchester and the Mersey then flows through Liverpool to the 

Irish Sea.  Manchester is the second largest “built-up area” in the U.K. after the London metropolitan 

area.  It is the cultural and commercial center of the Northwest of England.   

 

Manchester was not always so dominant in the area.  The first settlement in the area was Roman, 

established about 79 AD.  The city did not start to become prominent until the beginning of the 19th 

century.  It experienced considerable unplanned urbanization with the boom of textile manufacture in the 

Industrial Revolution.   

 

Capitalism reigned in Manchester, bringing about riots by the working class and poor.  The city became 

central to the development of Marxism.  Friedrich Engels worked there and met Karl Marx at Chetham’s 

Library.  We will visit the library and see the window seat where Marx and Engels met.  Later in the 

century, as a major manufacturing center, the city became engulfed in pollution. 

 

In World War II the city’s industrial might was turned to the war effort.  A substantial part of the city 

center was targeted by the Luftwaffe.  After the war, manufacturing declined and the economy of the city 

shifted to services, tourism, and transportation.  In 1996 the center of the city was devastated by a 

bombing by the Irish Republican Army.  Subsequently, the city has had an explosion of spectacular 

architecture to accompany its attractive medieval buildings.  Among the new buildings is a Hilton Hotel 

that looks like it should fall down.  Some of the most dramatic architecture is in Salford, along the Salford 

Quays (pronounced “keys”).  We plan a pre-tour visit to Salford on Sunday, September 17, to see Ordsall 

Hall, the home of the Radcliffes of Ordsall, distant cousins of ours, and go on to the Salford Quays. 

 

On Monday afternoon we will first go to Chetham’s Library (pronounced “Cheetham”).  We will see the 

reading room, a fairly small space where Karl Marx studied and where I have spent several hours looking 

for evidences of our ancestors.  Chetham's Library was founded in 1653 and is the oldest public library in 

the English-speaking world.  It was established under the will of Humphrey Chetham (1580-1653), a 

prosperous Manchester textile merchant, banker and landowner. Chetham also made provision for a 

school for forty poor boys.  This is now a music school next to Chetham’s Library. 

 

After visiting Chetham’s, we will have a tour of Manchester arranged by CIE Tours.  Next to Chetham’s 

is Manchester Cathedral.  We may also see John Ryland’s Library, down the street from Chetham’s where 

I have spent some time.  It is part of the University of Manchester and is in a marvelous medieval 

building.  Manchester Central Library, in a round building in the center of town and recently remodeled, 

has an extensive genealogical collection along with a substantial collection of medieval manuscripts. 
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Chetham’s Library, By terry6082 Books [CC BY 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via 

Wikimedia Commons 

 

 

 

 

Manchester Town Hall, By mark andrew  [CC BY 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via 

Wikimedia Commons 
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Hilton Hotel, By sykerabbit77 [CC BY 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0) or CC BY-SA 

2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons 

 

 

Imperial War Museum North, By University of Salford Press Office (H1) [CC BY 2.0 

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0) or CC BY-SA 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-

sa/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons 
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II. Radcliffe 

 

The name “Radcliffe” apparently comes from old English meaning “red cliff.”  The name of the place and 

family have many variations.  “Radeclive” appears to have been one of the earliest, the place appearing in 

Domesday Book in 1086.  Radcliffe is now a northern suburb of Manchester.  The church and tower that 

we will visit are on the eastern edge of the town, surrounded on three sides by a crook in the river Irwell 

which then flows south to go through Manchester.   

 

In the following I have depended primarily on two sources, The Victoria County History of Lancaster, v. 

5, pp. 56 et seq., 1911 (VCHL) and The Book of the Radclyffes by Charles Hampson (1940 privately 

printed, T. & A. Constable, University Press, Edinburgh, 1940, p. 27; on microfiche from Ancestor 

Publishers, Salem, Utah).  My discussion of the church and tower comes largely from VCHL the date of 

which (1911) must be kept in mind since they have no doubt changed (my wife and I visited the church 

and tower several years ago and it may have changed since then).  I use Hampson mostly for the 

description of the family. There is also Radcliffe Parish Church by S. Swinburne (1903, LDS Film 

0990059, Item 7). 

 

Hampson believes that the Radcliffes were descended from the Talbots.  Hampson identifies the ancestor 

of the Radcliffes as Gilbert de Tailbois, the Baron of Kendal, who may have come with the Conqueror 

but in any event was his contemporary.  Gilbert had a younger son Nicholas fitz-Gilbert de Tailbois to 

whom he gave the manor of Radeclive.  As his surname, Nicholas adopted the name of his manor 

becoming Sir Nicholas de Radeclive.  I am not completely convinced of all that, for one thing the Talbot 

and Tailbois families were quite distinct.  But that Nicholas came to possess Radcliffe not long after the 

Conquest (1066) is true and Hampson’s description of Nicholas’s descendants is generally well supported 

although he gets some of the Radcliffe wives wrong. 

 

Nicholas took as his wife the daughter of a Saxon thane from an area called the “Booths.”  Thanes were 

high ranking members of the Saxon hierarchy before the Conquest.  Some retained some lands after 

William the Conqueror took over and Hampson says Nicholas increased his land holdings considerably 

by this marriage.  Her name is not known, she is shown in the genealogies as “The Lady of the Booths.”  

It was common for Norman and Saxon families to intermarry so most current Englishmen are descended 

from both. 

 

William de Radeclive 

 

Nicholas and “the Lady” had three sons.  The middle one, Henry de Radeclive is our ancestor.  He held 

extensive lands and was involved in the establishment of Burscough Priory in 1124.  He also had three 

sons and again the middle one, William, was his heir and our ancestor.  William came into his inheritance 

sometime before 1190.  The family further extended its possessions and gained considerable influence, 

such that William was able to marry Cecilia de Montbegon, the daughter of Adam de Montbegon and 

Matilda fitz Swain, a very prominent family (I have not explored the genealogy of the Montbegons, it is 

on my list since they are our ancestors).  Cecilia was called the Lady of Kirkland and Hornby.   

 

King Henry II was succeeded by his son Richard I (the “Lionhearted”) in 1189.  Shortly thereafter, 

Richard went off on an ill-fated crusade to the Holy Land.  His brother, John, Count of Mortain (later 

King John) led a rebellion against him.  Cecilia de Montbegon’s brother, Roger, the last of his line, took 

to supporting John together with his brother-in-law, William de Radeclive.  The rebellion collapsed when 

Richard returned to England the next year and Roger and his fellows had to submit to the King.  Roger 

was fined 500 marks and William paid 5. 
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William was subsequently appointed Sheriff of Lancashire and began rebuilding his manor house, on the 

site of the Tower of today.  He also built the first version of the church around 1202.  John succeeded his 

brother as king in 1199.  Roger de Montbegon went on to become one of John’s adversaries, he was 

involved in the Magna Carta (1215), and was a Magna Carta surety before he resigned that post.  William 

de Radeclive does not seem to have been involved in the rebellion against John.  After the death of his 

wife, Cecilia, he remarried a woman named Eugenia, whose family is not known for certain.  He died in 

1220. 

 

William’s eldest son and heir was Adam.  He married a daughter of Alan de Curwen, a kinswoman.  He 

appears quite frequently in the records of the day, as a surety, juror, and in other positions.  In 1225 King 

Henry III ordered the deforestation of considerable lands in the possession of Adam de Radeclive.  

“Forest” did not mean what it does today, it was not necessarily woodland.  Deforestation cleared the way 

for cultivation of the land, much to the benefit of Adam who must have done something to gain the 

King’s favor (or maybe he just paid a lot of money).   

 

Adam’s eldest son and our ancestor was Robert.  He married Amabil, daughter of Sir Richard de Trafford, 

another prominent family of the area.  He lost some of the Montbegon lands he held on the death of Roger 

de Montbegon.  He died in 1290. 

 

Richard Radcliffe 

 

Robert’s eldest son and heir was Richard who had considerable lands and married a daughter of William 

le Boteler.  Boteler means a servant and the Botelers were servants of the king.  Richard served in the 

Scottish wars of Edward I, supplying a number of men for the King’s army.  He was a man of public 

affairs, often serving as a witness to deeds and other documents.  He became the Seneshal of the King’s 

Forests of Blackburnshire, which means he was in charge of the forests.  In 1304 the King’s favor was 

shown by the grant of free warren and free chace in Radcliffe which meant he could hunt small animals 

and birds there.   

 

Richard was heavily involved in the ill-fated reign of Edward II (see my article in Wordens Past,  v. 26, # 

2, August 2005) who became king in 1307/8.  From almost the beginning of his reign, Edward incurred 

the wrath of his nobles, mostly because of his favorable treatment of Piers Gaveston, a French knight 

(known as “the King’s Favourite”).  Most historians believe that Edward and Piers had a sexual 

relationship.  Edward was married to Isabella, the daughter of the French king, by whom he had several 

children.  Years later, Isabella became fed up with Edward, left him for her own lover in France, and 

returned to help lead a successful rebellion against her husband.   

 

In 1312 Thomas, the Earl of Lancaster and distant relative of Edward’s led a band of men who took 

Gaveston captive.  After running him around northern England for a while a small group of this band 

executed him.  This led to general disarray which the Scots took advantage of in an invasion of England 

led by Robert the Bruce.  In the Battle of Bannockburn in June 1314 the English were thoroughly 

defeated.  Edward was discredited and for a while Thomas was the virtual ruler of England.  Matters were 

made worse by bad harvests and widespread famine. 

 

Ensuing events involved a number of men who were ancestors or distant cousins of Peter Worden I.  In 

1315 Sir Adam de Banastre conspired with Henry de Legh and others against Earl Thomas.  Their 

complaint was that Thomas had made a valuable grant to Sir Robert de Holand (Banastre, Legh, and 

Holand were all related to Peter Worden I).  The Radcliffes were friends of the Holands and supporters of 

Earl Thomas.  The Banastre group decided to seize sons of Richard Radcliffe and were successful in 

taking one of them, Adam.  They thought other brothers might be at the home of Sir Henry de Bury, 

husband of Richard Radcliffe’s daughter, Margaret.  In a battle in Bury, Sir Henry was killed and his 
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home looted.  Banastre went on a rampage in the area but his forces were eventually defeated and 

Banastre captured.  He was subsequently executed by order of Earl Thomas. 

 

In 1320 King Edward II tried to reassert his power and marched north to attempt to capture Earl Thomas.  

Thomas attempted to enlist the assistance of the Scots.  Sir Robert Holand organized forces for Thomas, 

including Richard Radcliffe.  But the king was victorious at the Battle of Boroughbridge.  The Scots did 

not show up and Earl Thomas was captured and subsequently executed.  Holand was punished but there is 

no evidence that the Radcliffes were punished for their actions against King Edward II.  In 1327 Edward 

was ousted by a force partially led by his wife, Isabella, and the reign of their young son, Edward III 

began, a reign considered to be among the most successful of all English monarchs. 

 

The Great William 

 

Richard Radcliffe died in 1326.  His first son, Richard, was a cleric and died in 1324.  Hence, Richard 

was succeeded by his second son, William.  William was known as “the Great William” but it is not 

known exactly why.  It may just be because he was a big man.  He was born at Radcliffe Tower about 

1280.  According to Hampson in 1303 he married Margaret de Peasfurlong, daughter and heir of Adam 

and Elizabeth, daughter of Gilbert de Culcheth (add the Peasfurlongs and Culcheths to my list for further 

exploration).  There is, however, some dispute as to her parentage,  Baines shows her as "Margaret, one of 

two daughters and co-heirs of Gilbert de Culcheth." 

 

Richard settled considerable lands on William in 1309, before his brother had died, perhaps because 

Richard Jr had entered holy orders.  As with his father, William supported Earl Thomas.  He appears in a 

number of lawsuits the records of which are preserved, usually in some kind of adversary role and often 

in the service of enhancing the family’s land holdings.  It was a time of considerable anarchy.  William 

died in 1333 leaving three sons and six daughters.  From William on our Radcliffes are known as “of the 

Tower.” 

 

The eldest son and heir and our ancestor was Richard, born at Radcliffe Tower about 1305.  He married 

Isabel Pleasington.  Again there is some dispute as to her parentage.  Hampson says she was the daughter 

and heir of Robert de Pleasington.  But she was also the co-heir of Michael de Harcla, suggesting some 

relationship and others think her father was Henry de Pleasington.  In any event, she brought considerable 

property to Richard.  As with others of his family, Richard was a man of affairs, serving as Steward of 

Blackburnshire from 1332 to 1335, Keeper of the Chace in the Forests of Blackburnshire in 1344, and 

Sheriff of Lancashire from 1356 to 1359.  As Keeper of the Chace Richard was accused of extortion by 

the Abbot of Whalley Abbey and was imprisoned until the fine of £4 was paid.  (It should be noted that 

the Abbot was a domineering and powerful person, as powerful as any baron.)  As sheriff he was required 

by the Duke of Lancaster to raise forces to combat the Scots and fight the French.  In 1362 he again ran 

afoul of the law, being imprisoned in the Tower of London for offenses against the king and people.  

Again, he paid up, this time £500, and was released.  Still later he was sent to the Tower again and had to 

pay another £500.  We don’t know the nature of his delinquency but that amount of money was quite 

large so it must have been something pretty bad. 

 

At Richard’s death in 1375, the holdings of the Radcliffe family were enormous, encompassing a 

substantial part of Lancashire and the family was connected to most of the prominent families of the area 

by blood or marriage.  Richard’s eldest son and heir was William.  We know little of William.  He 

married Susannah de Legh, daughter of Robert de Legh of Adlington and his wife Maud de Norleigh. He 

died about 1390, succeeded by his eldest son James. 
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Sir James de Radcliffe—The Tempests Appear 

 

Sir James de Radcliffe married Margaret Tempest, daughter of John Tempest and his wife a Holand 

daughter (here I depart from Hampson who says James was married to Joan Tempest who was supposed 

to be a  sister of Isabel).  James was once again involved in the momentous events of the day.  King 

Edward III died in 1377 after a long and successful reign.  His eldest son, Edward the Black Prince had 

predeceased him so the Black Prince’s son, Richard, succeeded.  Richard II was ten years old when he 

became king, so the country was effectively run by John of Gaunt, another son of Edward III.  In 1387 a 

number of lords took control known as the Lords Appellant.  Richard gained control in 1389 and in 1397 

turned on the Appellants, executing or exiling them.  In 1399 John of Gaunt died and Richard disinherited 

Gaunt’s son, Henry of Bolingbrook.  Henry retaliated by invading England, deposed Richard, and took 

the crown as Henry IV.  Much of Henry’s reign was marked by rebellions.  One of these, in 1402, was led 

by Henry Hotspur Percy (a distant cousin of Peter Worden I).  The king ordered James Radcliffe, among 

others, to gather a force to march to Northumberland to face Henry Percy.  Instead, Percy moved south 

through Lancashire and Cheshire to the border of Wales, along the way ravishing the countryside, 

including the lands and home of the Radcliffes.  The king met Percy’s forces at Shrewsbury.  The bloody 

battle that ensued resulted in Percy’s death.  The battle was memorialized by Shakespeare in his play 

Henry IV, Part 1.  Sir James Radcliffe was in the thick of the battle, revenging the destruction of his 

manor.  Some weeks later King Henry IV gave James a license to rebuild and fortify Radcliffe Tower.  

Later he rebuilt Radcliffe Church. 

 

Owain Glendower had been harassing King Henry from Wales since 1400.  In 1405 James and Ralph de 

Radcliffe were ordered to gather 1000 archers for the defense of the realm against Glendower.  Sir James 

died in 1410 and was buried in the church he had rebuilt.  At one time his tomb was covered with an 

alabaster slab.  We will see if we can find it. 

 

Sir James’s eldest son and heir was another Richard, born in 1379.  He married Cecilia, daughter of Sir 

John de Assheton.  Richard served in his father’s armies in support of Henry IV.  He was a friend of the 

Prince of Wales who succeeded as King Henry V in 1413.  In 1415 he fought at the Battle of Agincourt, a 

major conflict in the Hundred Years War with France, won decisively by the English despite the 

superiority in number of the French.  Richard died in 1442.  His son and heir was another James who died 

only four years later.  He married Agnes Euby and had three sons and two daughters, the eldest of whom 

was John. 

 

John married Isabel, daughter of Hugh Tyldesley.  John was again involved in events of the day, this time 

the War of the Roses.  The War of the Roses lasted from 1455 to 1487.  It was a conflict between the 

Lancastrians (Red Rose) and Yorkists (White Rose) for the throne of England, the leaders of both factions 

being descendants of King Edward III.  The last Yorkist king was Richard III, a corrupt monarch who 

took the throne when his brother Edward IV died and Richard confined Edward’s young sons, Edward 

and Richard, to the Tower (the “Princes in the Tower”).  Richard III’s Lancastrian opponent was Henry 

Tudor, Earl of Richmond, who defeated Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth Field in 1485.  Henry 

became King Henry VII, married Elizabeth of York, thereby uniting the two houses and establishing the 

Tudor Dynasty.  John Radcliffe was killed at the Battle of Bosworth Field fighting for the Lancastrian 

side. 

 

John’s daughter and our ancestor, Margaret, married Nicholas Rushton and this closes our description of 

the Radcliffe ancestors of Peter Worden I. 

 

The shield of the Radcliffes was Argent a bendlet engrailed sable which means the background was white 

(Argent), with a narrow black (sable) diagonal (bendlet) scalloped (engrailed):   
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Radcliffe Tower 

 

The original house of the Radcliffes was of timber construction.  The stone tower, of which only the ruins 

exist today, was probably built in about 1403.  It was connected to a great hall, 42 by 28 feet which no 

longer exists.  The walls of the tower were five feet thick.   

See http://www.radcliffeheritage.co.uk/ 

 

Radcliffe Church 

 

The church of St. Mary, once St. Bartholomew, as with most ancient buildings in England, has undergone 

considerable modification over the years.  The original church dates to the 12th Century but very little, if 

any, of it remains.  The following is a plan of the church from Victoria History of the County of 

Lancaster,  v. 5. 

 

 

 

 
 

The “south aisle” is actually two spaces, the south transept and a western south aisle. 

 

The 12th Century church was probably rectangular, consisting of the current nave.  The corners of the 

nave of the present church, shown above in black, may survive from that date.  The lower parts of the 

arch between the nave and the chancel date from the 13th Century.  In the 14th Century the transepts were 

added.  Originally the church did not have a tower.  In 1665 the current tower was built, probably 
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fashioned after a previous one.  Originally the entrance to the church was from the south, now it is from 

the west, under the tower.  Under the altar is an alabaster slab supposed to be that of James Radcliffe and 

his wife, we will try to have a look.  Although Radcliffes were buried in the church, they apparently have 

been moved elsewhere.  It is said that there are other tiles in the floor of the church memorializing them.  

They are probably worn beyond recognition, but we will see.  At one time windows of the church were 

significant, perhaps incorporating Radcliffe references, but these have disappeared with time. 

 

For more information, see https://www.radcliffeparishchurch.com/about-us/.  Look at the Guide Book 

which can be downloaded from that page. 

 

Below: An old engraving of Radcliffe Tower 
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The Radcliffes 

 

Peter Worden I is descended from the earliest Radcliffes in two ways, 

through two sons of William Radcliffe and Margaret de Peasfurlong, Richard 

and William, as follows: 

1. Sir Nicholas de Radcliffe 

  2. Henry de Radcliffe 

    3. William de Radcliffe (d.1220)= Cecilia de Montbegon 

      4. Adam de Radcliffe (d.Aft 1247) = Curwen 

        5. Robert de Radcliffe (d.Bef 1291) = Amabil de Trafford 

          6. Richard Radcliffe (d.1326) = Boteler 

            7. William Radcliffe*(b.1280 d.1333)=  

                Margaret de Peasfurlong (m.Bef 1290) 

              8. Richard Radcliffe (b.Abt 1305 d.1375)= 

                  (2nd)Isabella Pleasington (d.Aft 1369) 

                9. William Radcliffe (d.Bef 1390)= Susannah Legh 

                  10. James Radcliffe (d.1410)= Margaret Tempest 

                     11. Richard Radcliffe (b.1379 d.1442)= 

                          Cecilia de Assheton (m.1416) 

                        12. James Radcliffe (d.1446)= Agnes Euby 

                           13. John Radcliffe (d.1485)=  

                                Isabel Tyldesley 

                              14. Margaret Radcliffe (d.6 Jul 1528)=  

                                   Nicholas Rushton  

                                  (b.Aft 1454 m.20 Jun 1471 d.3 May 1508) 

                                 15. Agnes Rushton = 

                                      Richard Worthington  

                                      (m.1505/1513 d.22 Dec 1526 

                                    17. Peter Worthington  

                                     (b.1514-d.19 Sep 1577) = 

                                      Isobel de Anderton (d.1573) 

                                     18. Isobel Worthington d.Aft 1585)= 

                                        Robert Worden  

                                     (b.Abt 1534 m.Bef 1569 d.11 Sep 1580) 

                                      19. Peter Worden I  

                                       (b.Abt 1576 d.Feb 1638/1639)= 

                                        Margaret Grice  

                                        (b.Abt 1569 m.Abt 1603 d.1612) 

  

               8. William de Radcliffe = Ellen de Langfield 

                 9. Elizabeth de Radcliffe = Richard de Hamerton 

                   10. Lawrence Hamerton (d.Bef 27 Jun 1449)=  

                       Isabel Tempest 

                      11. Alice Hamerton (b.Abt 1412)=  

                          Richard Sherburne (d.1441) 

                         12. Agnes Sherburne (d.Aft 1471)=  

                             Henry Rushton (m.26 Mar 1448 d.Bef 1490) 

                            13. Nicholas Rushton  

                                (b.Aft 1454 d.3 May 1508) =  

                                Margaret Radcliffe  

                                (m.20 Jun 1471 d.6 Jul 1528) 

                             (see above) 

Note that Margaret Tempest was the great-grand aunt of Isabel Tempest. 

* Second son, “The Great William” 
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III. Worthingtons and Wordens 

 

(Adapted from an article in Wordens Past, November, 2016.  I have deleted most of the references.  The 

material on the Worthingtons is new.) 

 

In the following I depend heavily on George Bolton’s series of articles in WP, collected in the book 

Worden Origins (1997).  Marjorie Schunke also spent a great deal of time exploring the ancestors of the 

Wordens.  Our archivist and president, Pat Warden, has some of her notes and Pat has shared them with 

me.  

 

Peter I’s father was Robert Werden.  The most distant Werden ancestor of Peter I that we can have 

confidence in was his grandfather, William.  There are records of Wordens or Werdens before William 

and Marjorie Schunke made it one of her tasks to discover these.  Much of her exploration of the early 

Wordens made use of the Victoria County History of Lancaster (VCHL) which contains detailed accounts 

of the places the Wordens inhabited. 

 

Schunke shows the following possible descent (she says the first two generations are not proven, 

elsewhere she says “1st 7 gen. dreamed up by Rev. Robert Werden Stump of Canada.”) 

 

1. Roger Banastre of Leyland claimed against Robert de Werden 1374 (VCHL, 6:17, n. 4)  

 

2.  Robert de Werden sons Thomas, Roger, John (ibid), one of whom may have had a son 

 

3.  Robert de Werden, 1413 (DDF 2314, this is a document in the Lancashire Record Office in Preston) 

 

4.  William de Werdin, son of Robert, b. ~ 1405, m. ~ 1433 Isobel Clayton 

 

5.  Robert de Werden b. ~ 1436, m. Margery d. of Richard de Bosco son of Robert de Clayton (VCHL 

6:32, Kuerden viii C25, the Kuerden reference is in the College of Arms, London, however, it is not 

dated) 

 

6. Roger Werden b. ~ 1469, m. ~ 1501 Anne d. of Farington (Burkes Landed Gentry, generally not a 

terribly reliable reference). 

 

7. William Werden of Leyland, b. 1503, d. < 1562 = ~ 1531 Katherine (Schunke references Gregson’s 

Fragments here, but I do not find any such references in the 1869 3rd edition of Gregson). 

 

8. Robert Werden b. 1534, m. 1567 Isobel Worthington 

 

9. Peter Werden b. abt. 1576, d. Yarmouth, Cape Cod, 1638/39. 

 

In my view, the descents in the first six of these generations cannot be trusted, nor can we trust the 

identification of William’s wife as “Katherine” (generation 7).  Schunke didn’t trust them either. 

 

In medieval times families were closely connected to particular lands.  Family names were often names of 

towns and it is clear that the early Werdens were named for the town Werden (or Worden) although they 

were rarely called “de Werden.”  The towns we are concerned with here are all south of Preston, 

Lancashire, a major mercantile center close to the mouth of the River Ribble.  Just south of the Ribble is 

Penwortham.  Further south is Farington, then Leyland abutted on the east by Clayton and just to the 
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south of Clayton is Werden, bounded by what was once called “Werdenebroc” (Worden Brook).1  Even 

further south is Blainscough, the home of the Worthingtons and south of that is the vill of Worthington. 

 

Peter Werden I and his son Peter II were from Clayton as were their immediate predecessors.  There were 

also Werdens in Leyland and, of course, Werden.   

 

Werden 

 

I find no reference to a place named Werden (or Worden, etc.) in Domesday Book, William the 

Conqueror’s survey of lands in Britain in 1086.  Along with Leyland and Clayton it was part of the 

Barony of Penwortham granted by William to his follower, Roger of Poitou (son of Roger of 

Montgomery, 1st Earl of Shrewsbury, an ancestor of Peter Werden I).  The first notice of it is as part of a 

grant by Earl Roger de Lacy (d. 1211) to the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem (the Hospitallers).  

Apparently the Bussels held Werden from the Hospitallers.  The town was subsequently given by William 

Bussel to William de Anderton and his wife Isabel.  The Andertons held it until 1534 when it was 

acquired by Sir Henry Farington.  Sir Henry gave it to his son William who married Anne, daughter of Sir 

Thomas Talbot of Bashall, a relative of Peter Worden I.  The land was held by the Faringtons until at least 

the early 1900s. 

                        

The Werdens were associated with a number of families and researchers have suggested that there were 

marriages with some of these families.  Most notable are the Claytons and Faringtons, as shown in the 

Schunke descent above.  Unfortunately, I have found no solid evidence for marriages of Werdens with 

either Claytons or Faringtons.  The three families lived in close proximity with each other so such 

marriages may have occurred.  Also prominent in the story at various points in time were the Andertons, 

Peter Worden I’s maternal grandmother was Isobel de Anderton. 

 

Clayton 

 

VCHL (v. 6, p. 29) says that the manor of Clayton, the birthplace of Peter Werden I, was in the fee of 

Penwortham and held by Richard Bussel in 1160.  Gerold de Clayton, steward of Penwortham, died in 

about 1213.  VCHL traces the descent of the Claytons to Adam who inherited in 1421 after which there is 

some uncertainty until the 16th C. when James Clayton appears followed by his son John who had two 

daughters, the first of whom, Isabel, married William Farington.  The Claytons are not found in Clayton 

after that.  In 1557 Hugh Anderton purchased a part of Clayton and the family held it into the 17th 

Century. Wordens are found in Clayton until at least 1707, the date of William Worden’s death. 

 

Farington—Leyland 

 

Robert Bussel’s daughter Avicia married John, son of William del Meols and was given the manor of 

Farington, just north of Leyland, by Robert, from which John took his surname, becoming de Farington 

(13th C.).  Later Farington daughters married a Clayton, Radcliffe, and Charnock.  The Charnocks were 

associated with the Wordens and their families may have been intertwined by marriage. 

 

From before 1500 for 250 years the history of Leyland was very much tied up with the Faringtons who 

were the main landowners in the area.  By 1500 they held land in Leyland, Farington, Coppull, 

Worthington, Cuerden, Salesbury, Preston, and Howick.  The estate was inherited in 1501 by Henry 

                                                      
1  Leyland Hundred (a large administrative area of medieval times) stretched from the Ribble south 15 miles and 

encompassed all of the areas mentioned here.  Leyland parish included the villages of Clayton and Werden as well 

as Leyland.  One occasionally sees references to “Leylandshire.”  Of course, Leyland was not a county, the term 

referring to the Hundred. 
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Farington (1471-1551) who managed to ingratiate himself with King Henry VIII.  He was “Squire of the 

King’s Body” and was appointed one of the commissioners for the suppression of the monasteries.  In the 

process, Henry Farington enlarged his holdings.  One of his acquisitions was Old Worden Hall, built in 

1509, which he purchased from the Andertons.  However, on his death in 1551 there was considerable 

conflict in the family.  The estate was split up with part of it, including the village of Farington, wound up 

in the hands of his great-granddaughter, Dorothy, who married a Huddleston.  The other part of the estate 

became the property of Henry’s son by a second marriage, William (1537-1610).  William took up 

residence at Old Worden Hall and the family came to call themselves Farington of Worden.  William 

Farington was a most successful businessman and was succeeded by his grandson, also William (1583-

1658).  During the first part of the Civil War (1642-46) the Faringtons were on the losing side, that of 

King Charles I.  William was imprisoned and had to be ransomed by his son, also William.  The 

Faringtons sat out the rest of the conflict.   

 

There were two Worden Halls.  No Worden or Werden lived in either.  They were both held by the 

Faringtons.  The Faringtons held Shaw Hall in Leyland in the early 1700s and renamed it Worden Hall.  

The remains of this “New” Worden Hall are in Worden Park, a pleasant public park south of Leyland. 

 

There were Werdens in Leyland.  The relationship between the Werdens of Clayton and those of Leyland 

is not known, but I consider it likely that they had common ancestors.  Werdens from Leyland migrated 

into Cheshire, the county to the south and west of Lancashire, probably in the late 1500s (Bolton, pp. 35-

40 on the Werdens of Cheshire).  Some of the Werdens of Leyland were known as “of Golden Hill,” a 

section of Leyland.  The Werdens of Cheshire can be followed down to Sir John Werden (1683-1758) 

who had two daughters (by different wives) who married two sons of Charles Beauclerk, Duke of St. 

Albans.  As Sir John did not have sons, the line died with him. 

 

Peter Werden (Worden) I 

 

It may be well to review a bit about what we know of Peter Werden (Worden) I.  He was the third son of 

Robert and Isabel (Worthington) Werden.  He was born in Clayton but we do not know exactly when.  

We know that Robert died in 1580, so Peter is likely to have been born before then.  At the time of 

Robert’s death, his eldest son, William, was 11 years old, so was born in 1569.  Allowing for at least 18 

months between births, Peter could not have been born before 1572.2  Hence, we may conclude that Peter 

was most likely born between 1572 and 1580.  Bolton estimates his birth was in 1576 (p. 83). 

 

A major source of information on Peter’s family and ancestry is the Preston Guild Rolls in which Peter 

appears, together with his brothers William and James, in 1582 as a “foreign” burgess, that is, someone 

not from Preston.3  Since he was the third brother he could not expect to inherit much property so had to 

fend for himself.  He moved to Preston, probably before 1600 where he became a merchant, primarily of 

cloth.  In about 1603 he married Margaret Grice, widow of Anthony Wall.  Margaret was somewhat older 

than Peter, Bolton estimates that she was born between 1568 and 1572 (p. 120).  She had five children by 

Anthony Wall and three by Peter Werden, two daughters, Elizabeth and Bridget and a son, Peter II.  

Bolton believes that Peter II was the youngest child, born about 1609.  Margaret died in about 1612, 

leaving Peter I with three small children. 

 

                                                      
2  Apparently, Robert had at least one daughter.  We do not know when the daughter or daughters were born, it could 

have been before William, interspersed among the sons or after Peter’s birth.  If interspersed, that would make 

Peter’s birth later, but we do not know.   
3  Preston Guilds are held every 20 years, the last in 2012.  They are multi-day celebrations drawing revelers from 

far afield. 
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Peter I became quite prominent in Preston, serving as a Town Councilor before 1610.  He served as a 

juror in a number of Inquisitions Post Mortems (investigations on behalf of the King of the landholdings 

of deceased individuals).  He and his son Peter II were recorded as Burgesses in 1622 (still as “foreign,” 

although they were living in Preston at the time).  In 1628 he was County Aulanger, responsible for 

ensuring that cloth was the correct width and length.4  The Plague hit Preston in 1630 but does not seem 

to have affected the Werden family.  Peter returned to Clayton in about 1634. 

 

The last evidence of Peter Werden I in Lancashire is in 1636, at the death of his daughter, Elizabeth.  

Sometime after that he and his son immigrated to New England, where he wound up in Yarmouth on 

Cape Cod.  We do not know exactly when they came, the ship on which they came, or why they came.  

Bolton suggests, using a phrase of Governor Bradford of Plymouth, that “they came on their perticuler,” 

by which he means they came for their own reasons, not connected to religious concerns.  It is possible 

that their main motive was economic, we don’t know.  Little is known of Peter’s life on Cape Cod.  He 

died there in February 1638/39.5 

 

The Worthingtons 

 

The most authoritative account of the Worthingtons is The Worthington Families of Medieval England, 

by Philip M. Worthington, 1985, on which I depend for the following.  The earliest known Worthington 

was Robert who died before 1213.  The only reference we have to him is a grant by his son, Thomas, of 

land in Worthington to Cockersand Abbey. Thomas identifies himself as “son of Robert.”  As with most 

deeds of the time, the document is undated but scholars are able to date it to 1200 to 1235.  There is a 

record of Thomas holding Worthington in 1213, indicating that his father had died by then.   

 

Thomas was involved in a number of court actions concerning ownership of land and payments for 

tenancy.  He also made other grants to Cockersand and to Burscough Priory.  Thomas’s son, William, 

married Elene, the daughter of Richard de Charnock who gave the couple an extent of land for a rent of a 

grain of pepper each year (nominal rents such as these were quite common).  William and his sons were 

associated with Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, in his dispute with King Henry III.  For a while 

Simon essentially ran England through the Parliament but was finally defeated at the Battle of Evesham in 

1265.  Simon was killed in the battle and his supporters were threatened with confiscation of their estates 

but were spared. 

 

William’s eldest son was Hugh who joined him in support of Simon de Montfort.  There are several 

records of land transactions involving Hugh, but otherwise he seems to have led a quiet life.  His son was 

William who succeeded to the manor of Worthington about 1297.  A William de Worthington was 

involved in the insurrection of Thomas Earl of Lancaster against King Edward II and it is likely that was 

this William.   

 

William’s third son and our ancestor was Henry.  Henry appears to have received some land in 

Worthington from his father and also to have owned land in Burgh.  Henry’s second son and our ancestor 

was another William.  Sometime before 1339 William married Isabel, the daughter and heiress of John de 

Blainscough.  Thus the Blainscough estate became William’s.  There is some dispute as to the parentage 

of the William de Worthington who married Isabel de Blainscough.  Philip Worthington devotes several 

convincing paragraphs showing that William was the son of Henry.  William’s son was Thomas who was 

successful in expanding the family’s land holdings.  For the next three generations (Ralph, Richard, and 

Henry) there are evidences of land transactions and other legal matters, but little beyond that.  The life of 

                                                      
4  The actual aulanger was Roger Langton, who delegated the job to Peter. 
5  His will was written February 9, 1638/39 and proven on March 5, 1638/39.  Much more detail about the life of 

Peter I may be found in Bolton. 
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Henry’s son Peter Worthington was somewhat more interesting.  He got into a dispute with the Livesey 

family.  In 1482 he and his son Richard were indicted for the death of Adam Livesey.  That didn’t seem to 

come to much but in 1483 Peter complained against 18 members of the Livesey family for assaulting him.  

In 1486 King Henry VII granted him an annuity of £4 per year “for good and faithful service” probably 

for military service including at the Battle of Bosworth Field in 1485 when Henry defeated Richard III 

and became King. 

 

In 1489 Henry VII appointed Peter to be one of twelve tax collectors for Lancashire.  In 1505 Peter, 

together with Sir Richard Sherburne and others lent Henry VII over £100.  Peter’s son was Richard.  The 

indictment mentioned earlier indicated that Richard was then living in Samlesbury.  Richard married 

Agnes, daughter of Nicholas Rushton and Margaret Radcliffe.  Agnes had previously been married to a 

Holcroft and after Richard’s death married Robert Bolton.  She outlived all three of her husbands.  It is 

through Agnes that we have extensive medieval inheritance stretching back to Charlemagne and ancient 

Scottish kings. 

 

Richard and Agnes’s eldest son was Peter.  He was only 12 years old when his father died so he and his 

inheritance were subject to falling into the hands of his superior lord.  To avoid this Peter’s parents 

arranged when he was five years old his marriage to Isabel, daughter of James Anderton.  The deal 

involved the establishment of a trust to hold Richard’s estate for the benefit of Peter.  The Andertons were 

a long established Lancashire family.  But Peter got into a dispute over land with his father-in-law which 

was heard in the Duchy Court of Lancaster in London (the Duchy of Lancaster was and is held by the 

King or Queen as Duke of Lancaster).  I do not know the outcome of that dispute.  Peter died 19 

September 1577 and was buried in Standish church.  I am not sure that evidence of that burial exists in the 

church today, but we will see.  The shield of the Worthingtons is displayed in the church. 

 

The shield of the Worthingtons is three dung forks (Argent three dung forks sable, crest: a goat statant 

argent browsing at a clump of nettles vert).  This is probably a pun on the word “worthing” which was 

slang for manure. 

 

Worthington Hall from Victorian History of Lancashire, Vol. 6 
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Descent from the early Worthingtons to Peter Worden I 

 

1. Robert de Worthington (d.Bef 1213) 

  2. Thomas de Worthington I (d.Bef 1243) 

    3. William de Worthington (d.Bef 1283) =  

        Elene de Charnock (m.Abt 1240 d.1282) 

      4. Hugh de Worthington (d.Abt 1297) 

        5. William de Worthington (d.1327/1331) = 

             Alice Bryde (d.Aft 1343) 

          6. Henry de Worthington (d.Bef 1340) 

            7. William de Worthington = 

                Isabel de Blainscough (m.Bef 1339) 

              8. Thomas de Worthington (b.Abt 1339 d.Aft 1390) 

                  Marjory de Coppull (m.Bef 1371) 

                 9. Ralph de Worthington (d.Abt 1440) = Joan 

                   10. Richard de Worthington = 

                        Alice de Bretherton (m.1405) 

                      11. Henry de Worthington (b.Aft 1405) = 

                           Katherine Heton (m.Bef 1441) 

                         12. Peter Worthington (d.Bef 1515) = 

                              Joan Lowde 

                            13. Richard Worthington (d.22 Dec 1526)=  

                                 Agnes Rushton (m.1505/1513) 

                               14. Peter Worthington  

                                    (b.1514-d.19 Sep 1577) = 

                                   Isobel de Anderton (d.1573) 

                                 15. Isobel Worthington d.Aft 1585)= 

                                      Robert Worden  

                                    (b.Abt 1534 m.Bef 1569 d.11 Sep 1580) 

                                   16. Peter Worden I  

                                       (b.Abt 1576 d.Feb 1638/1639)= 

                                        Margaret Grice  

                                       (b.Abt 1569 m.Abt 1603 d.1612) 

 

Robert Worden’s father was William, we cannot trace the Wordens further 

back with any certainty. 

 

A Manuscript of our ancestor Isabel (Worthington) Werden 

 

The following is from Wordens Past August 2016, v. 37, no. 4, p. 3236: 

Below is an image of a manuscript I found in a recent visit to Chetham’s Library in Manchester, England. 

It is part of the Bailey Collection (C.7.32 B 32/12). It is a document of Peter Worden I’s mother, Isabel 

Worthington, wife of Robert Werden. The catalog entry reads: 

 

21 May 1585 Quitclaim from Isabel late wife of Robert Weyvden to Richard Worthington of 

Blaynscoe of all suits etc. Wit[nesses]: Hugh ffaryngton, William Garstang, William Cowper, William 

Wryding. 

 

In those days, capital F’s were often written as what we would read as two lower case f’s, hence 

“ffaryngton” (instead of Faryngton or Farington). Robert Werden died in 1580. Richard Worthington was 

Isabel’s eldest brother. He had paid her dowry at the time of her marriage to Robert Werden, although her 

father, Peter, was still alive. It is possible that William Wryding is a relative of Robert’s whose name was 

mangled by the scribe. 
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Why should Isabel convey property to her brother after her husband’s death? Some insight into this 

question is provided in Philip Worthington’s The Worthington Families of Medieval England (1985). On 

pages 171–75 of this book there is a considerable discussion of Isabel. The discussion focuses on the 

problem that at the time of Robert’s death their eldest son, William (Peter I’s older brother), was 

underage, so could not directly inherit his father’s property. Robert and Isabel held property in Clayton 

from the then lord of Clayton, Sir Edmund Huddleston and his wife. The Huddlestons seized the lands of 

the deceased Robert Werden and took charge of his son, William, since the lands had been held by knight 

service, a holdover of the then decaying feudal system (originally, one paid for the land one occupied by 

providing one or more knights for a specified period of service under the lord, this was later commuted to 

a money payment, presumably covering the cost of a knight). Isabel and Richard claimed the lands were 

held by socage (another medieval land ownership system) not knight service, so neither the lands nor 

William could be seized by the Huddlestons. Isabel fought hard in the courts against this situation.  

 

During Robert’s later years he was concerned about the economic situation of his family. Apparently, part 

of this concern was with his daughters. How would they obtain their proper dowry? Interestingly, there is 

no other record that Robert had daughters (sisters of Peter I). So Robert conveyed property to his brother-

in-law, Richard, so that Richard would make provision for Robert’s family. After Robert’s death we have 

Isabel conveying more land to Richard by this document, perhaps to keep it out of the hands of the 

Huddlestons as well as to make provision for her children. Under long-standing English law Isabel was 

entitled to one-third of her husband’s property during her lifetime and she appears to have claimed that. 

Perhaps this document conveys that or other land to her brother for the sake of her children (they were 

underage and young women couldn’t hold land anyway). There are a number of other documents 

concerning the dispute between the Huddlestons and Isabel and her brother. 

 

The document is in medieval Latin. If you look closely at the first line you can make out “Issabelm 

Weyrden.” The ribbon at the bottom once held Isabel’s wax seal. Some seals from this period have 

survived but most have crumbled with time. 
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The Places of the Wordens and Worthingtons 

 

The following is a map drawn by George Bolton in Worden Origins of the places of the Wordens and 

Worthingtons. 
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Church of St Wilfred, Standish, Wigan 

 

Wikipedia: 

 

The church is first mentioned in 1205 but the vast extent of the ancient parish points to a very 

early foundation. The church is believed to have been constructed between 1582 and 1584. It is in 

a blended Gothic and Renaissance style.  During the 20th century alterations were made in the 

church,  vestries were added at the east end of the church in 1913-14, and in 1926 they a 

gatehouse was added at the entrance to the churchyard.  The tower is 19th-century Gothic,  the 

nave and chancel are Elizabethan, from 1582–84.  

 

The arms of Worthington can be found in the church and possibly Worden arms, though these would not 

be of the Wordens from which we are descended.   

See http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/lancs/vol6/pp182-192 

 

Worthington 

 

The following is from http://www.mylesstandish.info/The%20Manors%20of%20Worthington.htm: 

 

Worthington Hall, now a farm-house, stands on the east side of the high road from Wigan to 

Chorley (A5106), 3½ miles north of the former town and about 1¼ miles north-east of Standish 

Church, just north of a hotel. It is a rather lofty two-story building very much altered and 

renewed, the back and end walls having been rebuilt in stone and brick, the roof covered with 

blue slates, and the interior almost entirely modernized. The front, however, which faces north, 

retains a good deal of the original half-timber work, with a cove at the line of the floor and under 

the eaves. The hall was formerly lit by a long window of thirteen lights, placed high in the wall, 

but now built up. Much of the work is of a somewhat elaborate character, the sill at the level of 

the first floor being richly carved. On the head of the door, which is slightly arched, are the name 

and date 'Edwarde Worthington 1577, and in one of the spandrels the initials M.O. At the west 

end of the front a short low wing has been erected against the main building, and a portion of the 

front at the east end has been rebuilt in stone and brick. The interior shows some of the old oak 

construction. 

 

 

Clayton-le-Woods 

 

Clayton is on the east side of the M6 motorway, and Leyland on the West.  The location of “Hole House,” 

where Werdens once lived, is in Leyland, just northwest of the interchange of the M6 with B5256.  The 

interchange covers most of the old land of the Werdens, as shown in the following diagram by George 

Bolton. 

http://www.mylesstandish.info/The%20Manors%20of%20Worthington.htm
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Below is another sketch of the Werden land by Bolton.  What he shows above as “The King’s Highway” 

and below as the road to Preston (going north) and the road to Wigan (going south) is now called the 

Wigan Road, A49. 
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And below is still another drawing of the area by Bolton showing the locations of Old Worden Hall and 

New Worden Hall, neither of which were occupied by Werdens.   
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Worden Park 

 

Wikipedia (edited): 

 

The Farington family purchased the house and surrounding lands of Shaw Hall after their original 

family seat—Old Worden Hall was judged too small for the family's wealth and social status. 

With surrounding farmland, the Faringtons formed the park with Shaw Hall, now renamed 

Worden Hall, at its center. The area outside the house was blossoming gardens. In 1941, there 

was a fire in the house, and most of the hall was severely damaged. The house remained standing 

until the local council purchased the Hall from the family after the war. The most damaged part of 

the hall was torn down; however what is left of the house and outbuildings can still be seen today. 

A miniature railway runs around the park.  The park is known for its maze. 

 

Preston 

 

We will visit Preston mainly to try to find the site of Peter Werden’s shop.  Below is Bolton’s sketch of 

the area in the 17th century and below that is a Google map of today.   
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Above: From George Bolton, Worden Origins 
 

 

Below: Present day Preston 
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IV. Samlesbury 

 

The earliest known Samlesbury was Gospatrick (Cospatrick).  There are only four Samlesburys that we 

know of who are ancestors but there are four ways that Peter Worden is descended from them: 

 

Gospatrick de Samlesbury 

Roger de Samlesbury  

William de Samlesbury 

Elizabeth de Samlesbury = Sir Robert Holand b.> 1257. d. < 1311 

Joan Holand b. abt 1285 = Sir Edmund Talbot b. abt 1260, d. > 19 July 1310 

Sir Thomas Talbot b.1307 d. < 1366 

Maria Talbot = Richard Tempest b. abt 1334, d. < 1390 

Sir Richard Tempest b.1356 d. < 30 Sept. 1428 = Margaret Stainforth 

Isabel Tempest = Lawrence Hamerton d. < 27 June 1449 

Alice Hamerton b.1412 = Richard Sherburne d.1441 

Agnes Sherburne d.>1471, m. 26 March 1448 = Henry Rushton d<1490 

Nicholas Rushton b.>1454, d. 3 May 1508 = Margaret Radcliffe, d. 6 July 1528, m. 20 June 1471 

Agnes Rushton = Richard Worthington, d. 22 Dec. 1526, m. 1505/1513 

Peter Worthington b.1514, d.19 Sept. 1577 = Isabel de Anderton 

Isobel Worthington d.>1585 = Robert Worden, b. abt 1534, d. 11 Sept. 1580, m.<1569 

Peter Worden I b.1576  

 

Margaret de Holand sister of Joan Holand b. abt 1285, above = John de Blackburn, d,<1302 

Alice de Blackburn = Sir Robert de Sherburne d.< 1342 

Katherine Sherburne = Sir John Tempest b.abt 1313, d. abt 1383 

Richard Tempest b.1334 = Maria Talbot 

Sir Richard Tempest b.1356 as above 

 

Sir John de Sherburne brother of Katherine, above, d. 1355/56 = Margaret Heppall 

Sir Richard Sherburne d. 1369/70 = Alice Plumpton d.>1408, m. 1351 

Margaret Sherburne = Richard Bayley d. <1387, m. abt 1377 

Richard Sherburne b.1381, d. 1441 = Agnes Harrington 

Richard Sherburne d. 1441 = Alice Hamerton 

Agnes Sherburne as above 

 

Margaret de Holand sister of Joan Holand as above =(3rd) Sir Adam Banastre d.1315 

Katherine Banastre = Sir John Harrington d. 1360/61 

Sir Nicholas Harrington d. 1403 = Isabella English 

Agnes Harrington d.<30 Nov. 1444 = Richard Sherburne b. 12 Oct. 1381, d. 29 May 1441 

Richard Sherburne d. 1441 = Alice Hamerton as above 

 

Holand descent: 

 

Matthew de Holand 

Robert de Holand d. < 1243 = Cecily de Columbers 

Thurstan de Holand d. > 1272 = daughter of Adam de Kellet 

Sir Robert Holand d.<1311 = Elizabeth de Samlesbury 

 

The Holands were a prominent noble family.  The name is often spelled Holland but it has nothing to do 

with the Netherlands.  The family came from the town of Upholland, a few miles west of Wigan. We are 
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descended from the Holands in four ways that can be traced in the chart above.  The first prominent 

member of the family was Sir Robert de Holand, son of Sir Robert and Elizabeth de Samlesbury and 

brother of Joan and Margaret shown above.  Sir Robert was First Baron Holland and became involved in 

the conflict described elsewhere in these pages between Thomas, Earl of Lancaster and King Edward II. 

 

See: Croston, James, History of the Ancient Hall of Samlesbury (London, 1871, Family History Library, 

Salt Lake City, Film 0924264) and Bernard Holland, The Lancashire Hollands, 1917, online. 

 

Samlesbury Hall 

 

Apparently Gospatrick built the first hall at what is now Samlesbury in 1180.  In 1314 it was destroyed as 

part of the Battle of Bannockburn in which the Scots decisively defeated the English.  William de 

Samlesbury had no male heirs so his estate, including Samlesbury manor, was divided between his 

daughters, Elizabeth and Cecily.  Cecily married John Deuyas (D'Ewyas) and they had a daughter Alicia, 

who married Gilbert de Southworth around 1325. Gilbert adopted the Deuyas coat of arms, and is credited 

with building the Great Hall.  The Southworths owned the manor for several centuries, until 1678 when it 

was sold.  In 1612 Jane Southworth, a Protestant, was accused of witchcraft by a Catholic relative.  She 

was subsequently acquitted in a trial in Lancaster.  This was a time of witch hunts in the area and not all 

of the accused got off.    

 

See:  http://www.samlesburyhall.co.uk/about/history 

 

Credits: Andrew Mathewson [CC BY-SA 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0)], via 

Wikimedia Commons. 

 

  

http://www.samlesburyhall.co.uk/about/history
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V.  Mittons, Bayleys, and Sherburnes 

 

(Much of the following is drawn from Stonyhurst College: Its Life Beyond the Seas and on English Soil, 

1894.  I have a copy of this volume in its original binding, it is also available from the Internet Archive.) 

 

Three families, the Mittons, Bayleys, and Sherburnes melded together to form the Sherburnes of 

Stonyhurst.  As with many names of the medieval era, “Sherburne” was spelled in various ways (our hotel 

is the Shireburn Arms and up the road is the Bayley Arms).   

 

The first family was the Mittons.  Ralph le Rous (Ralph the Red) was granted Great Mitton and Aighton 

by Earl Robert de Lacy in a charter of 23 November 1102 and Ralph became Ralph de Mitton.  Ralph 

may have been Robert de Lacy’s son since Robert’s son Ilbert called Ralph his brother in a confirmation 

of this grant.   This cannot be taken as definitive evidence of the relationship since relationship terms (like 

“brother”) in those times were fluid, not always meaning what they do today (of course, even today, we 

may call someone else a “brother” meaning he is close, but not family).  It also may have been that Ralph 

de Mitton was an illegitimate son of Robert de Lacy.  It would be nice if Ralph were a son of Robert de 

Lacy, since Robert was a powerful earl in the area, but then, we are already descended from the earl in 

other ways.   

 

Ralph’s grandson Otto was the second son of his father Jordan.  He was given land in Bayley by his older 

brother Hugh and took the name Bayley.  Otto’s grandson, Jordan, came into possession of Stanihurst 

(Stonyhurst).  Possession of Stonyhurst by Jordan’s son, Walter, was confirmed by a fine of 1292.  A few 

generations later Richard Bayley (d. before 1387) had a license for an oratory (a private chapel) at 

Stonyhurst and married Margaret Sherburne.  Their son, Richard, took the name Sherburne.   

 

The Sherburne family history begins with Geoffry l’Arbalastier who lived in the time of Richard I (1189-

1199) and was given land in Lancashire in 1200 by Richard’s brother, King John.  An arbalastier was a 

bowman.  I am not sure who he was a bowman for, probably King John.  His daughter, whose given name 

is unknown, married Richard de Schireburn.  They had a son, Robert de Shyreburne whose grandson was 

Sir Robert Shireburn (d. before 1342).  Sir Robert was seneschal (steward, the senior administrative 

officer) of Clitheroe and Blackburn.  He  married Alice de Blackburn, daughter of John de Blackburn and 

Margaret Holand whose ancestry is given above under Samlesbury.  Their son was Sir John de Sherburne 

who was present at the Siege of Calais in 1346-47, a part of the Hundred Years War between England and 

France in which King Edward III was victorious.  Sir John’s son was Sir Richard (d. 1369/70) who 

married Alice Plumpton, daughter of Sir William Plumpton and Christiana Mowbray.  It is through Alice 

that we are descended from a large number of royals and nobles.  Their daughter was Margaret who 

married Richard Bayley.   

 

As mentioned above, Margaret and Richard’s son, Richard (1381-1441), took the name Sherburne.  The 

taking of the mother’s surname happened occasionally in those days, particularly when the mother’s 

family was more prominent than the father’s.  This Richard married Agnes Harrington whose family we 

will encounter later.  Richard and Agnes’s son was another Richard who died earlier in the same year as 

his father (1441).  He married Alice Hamerton whose family we will also encounter later.  Their marriage 

contract, negotiated by their parents,  was dated 1422, when both were perhaps around 10 years old.   

 

Whitaker, in his History of Craven (p. 151) quotes an inscription in the church of Mitton: "Orate pro 

anima Ric. de Sherburne et pro anima Alicie Hamerton uxoris sue. A.D. MCCCCXLI. Obiit prefatus Ric. 

et erat hic intumulatus in die Ascensionis D'ni nostri Jesu Christi. Cujus a'i'e' p'pitietur Deus. Amen." 

My translation of the first part of this is “Pray for the soul of Richard de Sherburne and for the soul of 

Alice Hamerton his wife, A.D. 1441 . . .”  We will visit this church but unfortunately this inscription has 
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disappeared from it.  I have spent a fair amount of time in this church, including in a crawl space 

underneath, attempting to find evidences of these Richard Sherburnes, without avail.  There are, however, 

evidences of a number of subsequent Sherburnes in a chapel adjoining the chancel.  Several generations 

after the Richards who died in 1441 came another Sir Richard (a distant cousin of Peter Worden I) who 

married Maude Bold and died in 1594.  This Sir Richard and his son, Richard, are responsible for the 

design of Stonyhurst much as we will see.  They also built the chantry on the side of the church.  In this 

small chantry are a collection of magnificent monuments to various Sherburnes who came after them.  

The dominant memorial is an alabaster effigy of Sir Richard and Maude on top of their tomb.   

  

Stonyhurst, the manor house of the Sherburnes, continued in the family until the 18th century.  Sir 

Nicholas Sherburne had a son, Richard Frances, who died before his father.  Nicholas’s lands reverted to 

his daughter, Maria, who married Thomas, Duke of Norfolk, but she died without children in 1754.  The 

estates went to her cousin, Humphrey Weld.   

 

Stonyhurst played a role in the English civil war.  The Sherburnes stayed loyal to the king in opposition to 

the Parliamentary forces.  In 1648 Cromwell, the leader to the Parliamentary forces, set off from 

Knaresborough in Yorkshire toward Preston where the royal forces had gathered.  Cromwell arrived at 

Stonyhurst on August 16.  His army slept in the fields around the mansion while Cromwell himself is said 

to have slept on a table in the house with his sword and pistols at hand (he was notoriously paranoid).  

Our tour of the house may include the table and we will ask our guide, David Knight, for his opinion on 

the veracity of this tale.  The army set off for Preston the next day where it defeated the king’s army.  

Cromwell and his army returned to Yorkshire again by way of Stonyhurst. 

 

Stonyhurst is now the home of Stonyhurst College, a Catholic secondary school, once for boys, now co-

ed.  The story of that school is quite interesting.  It is not closely involved with our ancestors, although 

some distant relatives were students.   

 

With the establishment of the English church by Henry VIII, English Catholics tried to find ways to 

continue to educate their children, particularly boys, in their faith.  Because of hostility to Catholic 

institutions in England, they set up schools on the continent.  Families who sent their boys abroad were 

persecuted, sometimes the boys were arrested in transit and jailed.  One such school was established by 

English Jesuits (the Society of Jesus) in 1592 at St. Omers in Flanders, then controlled by Spain.  It was 

particularly convenient since it was right across the English Channel.  This was right next to France and at 

some point France took control of the area.  Apparently the school flourished until 1762 when the 

Parliament of Paris outlawed the Society of Jesus and the school moved north and east to Bruges in the 

Austrian Netherlands.  The boys traveled there on foot and by canal boat and wagons. 

 

In 1773 the Society of Jesus was suppressed throughout the world by Pope Clement XIV.  Unsuccessful 

efforts were made by church authorities to put the school under the Dominicans.  The school moved to 

Leige where there was a Jesuit college that managed to survive.  Through all of these moves, English 

Catholics continued to send their boys to the school.  Some children were even sent from the English 

colonies in America.  The first two archbishops of the see of Baltimore were alumni of the college. 

 

In 1794 the turmoil of the French Revolution again made the position of the school untenable and the 

masters of the school decided to risk their fate back in England.  The above named Humphrey Weld’s 

descendant, Thomas Weld, was a “boy” of the college in St. Omers.  Thomas had come to possess 

Stonyhurst, but did not live there, so gave the estate to the college.  The boys and their masters came to 

Stonyhurst in August 1794, the boys walking much of the way from the east coast.  They found the house 

in considerable disrepair, since it had not been occupied for 40 years except for a housekeeper.  They set 

to work to make it habitable and since then the buildings have been expanded and remodeled.  The 
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college is now quite prosperous.  A grade school, St. Mary’s, is adjacent to the College and educates 

children from the age of 3.  The motto of the College is French: “Quant je puis” (“as much as I can”).   

 

Stonyhurst has a museum and library that house many remarkable artifacts and volumes which would be 

envied by any large university or state museum.  Included are a Holy Thorn, said to be from Jesus’s 

crown of thorns; a partial original copy of Jena Froissart’s Chronicles, a 14th century history from 1326 

to 1400, a resource for genealogists; a book of hours (prayer book) owned by Mary Queen of Scots; 

another book of hours owned by Elizabeth of York, queen of Henry VII; and a first folio of Shakespeare.   

 

On our way from the hotel in Hurst Green to Stonyhurst we will pass the Shireburn Almshouses.  These 

were built in 1706 by Sir Nicholas Sherburne for old poor people (over 60) who lived in the surrounding 

parishes.  They were originally built on Longridge and moved in 1946 to Hurst Green.  They have now 

been remodeled into cottages.   

 

Hurst Green was one of the first places in England that tried the use of crushed rock mixed with tar as a 

road surface.  It was in Lancashire that the first white lines were used on roads (this is hard for me to 

believe since most of the roads are too narrow for two lanes). 
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Ralph de Mitton to Richard Bayley 

 

1. Ralph de Mitton 

  2. Jordan de Mitton = Wymarka de Eland 

   3. Otto de Mitton = Anota de Cliderow 

     4. Walter de Bayley (d.Aft 1261) = Hameria 

       5. Jordan de Bayley = Amice 

         6. Walter de Bayley (d.Aft 1318) = Matilda 

           7. John de Bayley (d.1372) = Isabel 

             8. John de Bayley (d.1391) =  

                 Mabel Knoll dau. of Thomas Knoll and Margaret Singleton 

               9. Richard Bayley (d.Bef 1387) =  

                     Margaret Sherburne (m.Abt 1377) 

 

The Sherburnes 

 

1. Geoffry l' Arbalastier = Eva 

  2. Daughter Arbalastier = Richard de Schireburn 

    3. Robert de Sherburne (d.Aft 1260/1261) = Matilda de Catforth 

      4. John de Sherburne (d.Aft 1262) = Eva de Carleton 

        5. Sir Robert de Sherburne (d.Bef 1342) = Alice de Blackburn 

          6. Sir John de Sherburne (d.1355/1356) = Margaret Heppall 

            7. Sir Richard Sherburne (d.1369/1370) =  

                Alice Plumpton (m.1351 d.Aft 1408) 

              8. Margaret Sherburne =  

                  Richard Bayley (m.Abt 1377 d.Bef 1387) (see above) 

                9. Richard Sherburne (b.12 Oct 1381-d.29 May 1441) =  

                   Agnes Harrington (m.Bef 4 Aug 1391 d.Bef 30 Nov 1444) 

                 10. Richard Sherburne (d.1441) =  

                      Alice Hamerton (b.Abt 1412) 

                    11. Agnes Sherburne (d.Aft 1471) = 

                         Henry Rushton (m.26 Mar 1448 d.Bef 1490) 

                       12. Nicholas Rushton (b.Aft 1454 d.3 May 1508) =  

                          Margaret Radcliffe (m.20 Jun 1471 d.6 Jul 1528) 

                    

(see Radcliffes above) 

     

           6. Katherine Sherburne =  

              Sir John Tempest (b.Abt 1313 d.Abt 1383) 

 

(see the Tempests below) 
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Above: Stonyhurst; Below: Stonyhurst Chapel 
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Below, close up of Stonyhurst, note the Sherburne arms above the gate 
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All Hallows Church, Mitton, effigies of Sir Richard Sherburne and his wife Maude Bold 
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VI. The Talbots 

 

For some time I have been studying the Talbot family, attempting to determine the origins of the Talbots 

of Bashall which was formerly in Yorkshire, now in Lancashire.  The following draws on a draft 

manuscript based on my investigations, which I have not completed.   I wrote an article on the Talbots in 

Wordens Past, February 2008, that is outdated and incorrect in some respects. 

 

The name has been spelled Talebot and Taleboth but not Tallebois, which is an entirely different family 

often confused with the Talbots.  There were a number of Talbot families in England and we do not know 

for certain how they were related.  One family was the Talbot Earls of Shrewsbury who gained fame for a 

number of generations and who may or may not be related to the Talbots of Bashall.  A frequently cited 

source for the Bashall Talbots is J. Gardiner Bartlett, The English Ancestry of Peter Talbot of Dorchester, 

Mass. (1917, online, Internet Archive) which I cite below but which is not always reliable.  For the early 

Talbots, Bartlett depends on William Dugdale’s Visitation of Yorkshire 1666.6  I have also made use of 

William Langton’s Evidences of Yorkshire Families.7 

 

The first Talbot I have been able to find is William who appears in Normandy in 1036 and 1059.  The 

Norman People8 claims that William was the son of Hugh Taleboth “probably younger son of William 

first Count of Eu (son of Richard I of Normandy).”  I do not believe this relationship to the Count of Eu is 

well documented.  Some sources say that William came to England in 1066, perhaps with or shortly after 

the invasion, but that does not seem to be proven.  In any event, William’s son Richard did come to 

England and held land in Bedfordshire.  Later Talbots appear in Gainsborough, Lincolnshire and I believe 

this family was descended from the Talbots of Bedfordshire and in turn were ancestors of the Talbots of 

Bashall, but the evidence so far is not conclusive. 

 

 

Talbots of Bashall 

 

The first Talbot of Bashall was Thomas. In 1252-53 Thomas Talbot was given the manors of Bashall and 

Mitton by Edmund de Lacy, the earl of Lincoln (from the Pontefract branch of the Lacys).9  There is some 

reason to believe that his father was Robert.  The Talbots of Gainsborough included brothers William, 

John, and Gerard.  Robert has been alleged to be the brother of William, John, and Gerard, but I am 

skeptical of that relationship.10   

  

Bartlett claims that Robert's son, Thomas, made a claim to the manor of Gainsborough in 1260, citing 

Rotuli Curiae Regis, 45 H 3, m. 9 (this means the Roll of the King’s Court in the 45th year of King Henry 

III, 9th membrane or sheet), which I have been unable to find.11  If that could be found, it would be 

                                                      
6  Surtees Society Publications, v. 36, 1859, under Talbot of Thorneton, pp. 236-44, online.  Visitations were travels 

to the manors in a county by heralds from the College of Arms to determine the validity of coats of arms claimed by 

various families.  The heralds collected a great deal of genealogical information, not all of which was accurate.  

Records of the visitations are held by the College of Arms in London, the British Library, and other archives.  Many 

have been published. 
7  Additional Manuscript 30146 in the British Library. 
8  London, 1874, author unknown, p. 412.  Reprinted by Genealogical Publishing Co., 1989.  Online through 

HeritageQuest. 
9  Edmund de Lacy was the 11th great uncle of Peter Worden I, his father, Earl John de Lacy was Peter’s 12th great 

grandfather. 
10  Dugdale, Visitation. 
11  It should be at The National Archives in Kew, south of London.  A group at the University of Houston (Anglo-

American Legal Tradition, AALT) is photographing and putting on the Web large amounts of material from The 

National Archives and this document should also be there (see http://aalt.law.uh.edu). 
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powerful evidence for a connection to Gainsborough, but in the meantime, it must be taken with a grain of 

salt.   

  

In his visitation, Dugdale claims that Robert had land in Wulrickby, Lincolnshire from the de Lacys, 

1235-36, (part of the dower of the Countess of Lincoln, Margaret de Quincy, wife of John de Lacy, 

Edmund’s mother).12  I have been unable to conclusively identify Wulrickby.  It may be Worlaby.   

 

Thomas Talbot 

 

As mentioned above, in 1252-53 Thomas Talbot was given the manors of Bashall and Mitton by Edmund 

de Lacy, the earl of Lincoln.  Dugdale (Visitation) claims that he held land in Lincolnshire, citing Pipe 

Rolls, 46 H 3 [1261-62].13  Again according to Dugdale, he was appointed governor of Clitheroe Castle 

by Edmund de Lacy, second Earl of Lincoln.  Langton claims that he held the lands in Huddersfield that 

had been granted to his father.  Thomas died about 1273 and was succeeded by his eldest son, Edmund.  

Thomas is said to have married a Mathea. 

 

Edmund Talbot 

 

There are many evidences for Edmund.  He held Bashall, Hapton, and Rishton in Lancashire, all, 

evidently, from the de Lacys.  In 1304 he and his heirs were granted free warren in their demesne lands in 

Basholf [Bashall] and Hapton. Rishton was apparently granted to Edmund by Henry de Lacy by 1306.  

Henry also made Edmund the seneschal (sheriff) of Blackburn. 

 

Edmund was quite active in the service of the kings Edward I and Edward II, particularly in skirmishes 

against the Scots.  Some accounts of Edmund Talbot say that he was knighted on the occasion of the 

knighting of Edward I’s son Edward in 1306.  A general invitation went out to eligible men to become 

knights on this occasion and the king offered to pay for the raw materials needed for the prospective 

knights’ regalia, their armor, and accommodations in London.  There is a wide range of estimates in the 

chronicles of the number of men knighted on the occasion, from 50 to 300.  There appears to be no 

complete definitive list of these men that has survived.  The best list I have found is in Menestrellorum 

Multitudo by Constance Bullock-Davies.14  It does not include Edmund Talbot among the 282 names.  

This is not definitive evidence that Edmund was not knighted then, but it throws some doubt on that 

assertion.  There are other suggestions that Edmund may have been knighted much earlier, at the time of 

Edward I's coronation in 1274.  However, this seems unlikely if Edmund was born about 1260, as 

suggested by Bartlett.  Most of the knights of 1306 had to proceed north to fight Scotland.  

 

Edmund Talbot served against the Scots again in 1309.  He died before 1311.  His wife's name was Joan 

but there is some confusion as to her ancestry.  She is shown in most sources as Joan Holand, daughter of 

Robert Holand and Elizabeth de Samlesbury.  This identification appears to go back to Dugdale's 

                                                      
12  Dugdale, Visitation, cites Ex Rotulo in Turre London and “In rotulis diversar. inquisitionu’ in Scaccario, 20 H 3. 

Ex parte Fanshawe.  Robertus Talebot tenet 2 partes 1 feodi militis in Wulrickby de Constabularia Cestriae.” [my 

translation: From a Roll in the Tower of London “In diverse rolls of inquisitions in the Exchequer, 20th year of 

Henry III, for Fanshawe, Robert Talebot holds 2 parts by 1 knight’s fee in Wulrickby from the Constable of 

Cheshire.”]  I have been unable to find this citation. 
13  The Pipe Rolls were records kept by the Exchequer of yearly payments owed to the Crown, mostly for rent.  They 

were long sheets of parchment which were rolled up and looked like pipes.  They are kept at The National Archives 

in Kew.  This particular Pipe Roll should be in class E372 in number 105 or 106.  It should also be on the AALT 

website. 
14  Cardiff: U. of Wales Press, 1978. 
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Visitation. Joan was subsequently the wife of Sir Hugh Dutton and Sir John Radcliffe of Ordsall.15  

Unfortunately, Dugdale's citation for Joan does not appear to bear on her parentage.  One reason for 

concern on this matter is that if Joan was the daughter of Robert and Elizabeth (de Samlesbury) Holand, 

the marriage of her granddaughter, Mary, with Richard Tempest (see below) would have involved an 

unacceptable consanguinity.  This would have required a dispensation by the pope or the Archbishop of 

York.  Many such dispensations have survived and I have been unable to find one for this marriage which 

raises additional question as to whether Joan was a Holand.   

 

Edmund Talbot is discussed in Knights of Edward I.16 

 

John Talbot 

 

The eldest son of Edmund and Joan, John, born about 1304, maybe later, was underage at the time of his 

father’s death, died without issue, and was succeeded by his brother Thomas.  There is a record in 1322 

saying that he was 18 years of age and held lands in Rishton and Hapton that were now in the king’s 

hands by reason of wardship.  However, in 1326 there is another inquisition indicating that John, heir to 

Edmund Talbot was still under age at that time. 

 

Thomas Talbot 

 

Brother of John.  According to Bartlett, Thomas succeeded to the family lands about 1328.  In 1338 he is 

shown as a man with arms. He became a knight and in 1330 he followed the tradition of his family in 

fighting on the borders of Scotland.  On February 18, 1347 he was put on a commission to make inquiry 

into lands of Thomas, earl of Lancaster, Robert de Holand, and others that should have been taken into 

the hands of Edward II because of the failed insurrection against the king.  Two days later he was put on a 

commission of “oyer and terminer” to investigate evil-doers who broke into the queen's treasury at 

Whalley in Lancashire. 

 

Some authorities, including Bartlett, show Thomas's wife as Elizabeth Bellairs, but Doug Hickling has 

shown that this is incorrect, rather, Elizabeth was the wife of Thomas's grandson, Thomas.17  The Thomas 

son of Edmund had a daughter, Mary, who married Richard Tempest.18 Richard Tempest was the great-

great grandson of Robert and Elizabeth (de Samlesbury) Holand.  Other children of this Thomas were, 

according to Bartlett, Edmund, Thomas, John, Richard, and Elizabeth.  Dugdale’s visitation shows 

Edmund, John, and Margaret.   

 

The descent of Peter Worden I from the Talbots of Bashall is as follows: 

 

Thomas Talbot b. abt 1230, d. abt 1273 = Martha                  

Sir Edmund Talbot b. abt. 1260, d. after 19 July 1310 = Joan                                                

Sir Thomas Talbot b.abt 1307, d. before 1366 = Elizabeth                                                   

Maria Talbot = Richard Tempest b. abt 1334, d. before 1390 

Sir Richard Tempest b. abt. 1356, d before 30 Sept. 1428 = Margaret Stainforth 

                                                      
15  Dugdale, Visitation; Edward Baines, History of the County Palatine and Duchy of Lancaster, 1888-93, v. 5, p. 

422; Ormerod, History of Cheshire, 2nd ed. v. 1, pp. 645-46, this is evidently the Leycester evidences, printed with 

Ormerod.  At this point in the text, the author gets the order of Joan’s husbands wrong, however in v. 3, corrections 

on p. 894, this is straightened out. 
16  Harleian Soc. v, 84, p. 1-2. 
17  John R. Schuerman and Douglas Hickling, “Tempest Wives and Daughters in the Late Medieval Period,” at   

http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/families/tempest/tempest2.shtml. 
18  For Mary, see Ibid. 
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Isabel Tempest = Lawrence Hamerton d. before 27 June 1449 

Alice Hamerton b. abt. 1412 = Richard Sherburne 

[See Sherburnes and Radcliffes above] 

 

King Henry VI 

 

Years after our last Talbot ancestor, a couple of Talbot cousins played roles in the reign of King Henry VI 

(ruled 1422-61 and 1470-71).  Henry VI is thought of as quite weak and suffered from periodic psychosis.  

He assumed the throne as an infant inheriting the Hundred Years War with France.  The French had 

several successes, led by Joan d’Arc. One of Henry’s commanders in France was John Talbot, the Earl of 

Shrewsbury, killed at the Battle of Castillon in 1453.  Talbot was memorialized by Shakespeare in King 

Henry VI, part 1.  Afterwards, England lost nearly all of its holdings in France.  John Talbot was probably 

descended from the Talbots of Normandy but we cannot be sure he is a relative of Peter Worden I.   

 

Years later we have another Talbot, Thomas, who was a distant cousin of Peter Worden I and who 

married Alice Tempest.  The Talbots and Tempests were closely intertwined, a bit of their relationship is 

shown in the table above.  Earlier I discussed the War of the Roses (1455 to 1487) between the 

Lancastrians and the Yorkists.  Henry VI was a Lancastrian (the last Lancastrian king).  In 1461 he was 

deposed at the Battle of Towton by Edward of York who became King Edward IV.  Henry hid out in 

Scotland and northern England.  Part of the time he was hidden by Sir John Tempest at Bracewell.  We 

will see the building which is called “Henry’s Parlour.”  He then moved to a Tempest home in 

Waddington which we will see.  There he was betrayed by several of our distant cousins, Thomas Talbot, 

Thomas’s brothers-in-law Richard, Nicholas, and John Tempest (sons of Sir John Tempest) and James 

Harrington.  I discuss the Tempests and Harringtons below.  As it turns out, James Harrington, who was 

an ardent Yorkist, convinced Thomas Talbot and the Tempest brothers to betray Henry although the 

Tempests’ father had sheltered him on more than one occasion.  Henry escaped into the countryside but 

was shortly captured and led on horseback to the Tower of London.  Those involved in his capture were 

richly rewarded by Edward IV.  Because of palace intrigue, Henry resumed the throne in 1470 for six 

months before being defeated at the Battle of Tewkesbury in 1471 and sent back to the Tower where he 

died, probably executed by Edward IV.  Henry VI subsequently became revered as a saint by parts of the 

English populace.  Henry VI was also the founder of King’s College in Cambridge, the location of a 

beautiful chapel which is the site of performances of Nine Lessons and Carols broadcast worldwide each 

Christmas Eve. 

 

Bashall Hall 

 

The current Bashall Hall was constructed in the early 1800s on the site of the original hall built by the 

Talbots.  There are a few fragments of the original hall in the present building and there is a coat of arms 

on the exterior which I believe is that of the Talbots.  The current hall is a private residence.  Our friends 

Peter and Susan Lancaster know the owners and will warn them that we are coming.  We will stop briefly 

to view the house but will not go inside.  The interior has been completely modernized in the last few 

years. In the rear is a barn that was used as barracks in the English Revolution.   

 

Waddington 

 

A mile north of Bashall Hall is the town of Waddington.  Here we will see Waddington Church which 

was important for the Tempests as I describe below.  We will also see Waddington Hall where the Talbots 

and Tempests betrayed Henry VI.  Opposite Waddington Hall, across a little stream is a pleasant little 

park that commemorates an event in the life of Queen Elizabeth II. 
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Above: Bashall Hall today, below: Talbot arms on Bashall Hall 
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Above: Waddington Church, below: Waddington Hall 

 



40 

 

 

VII. Clitheroe—the de Lacys 

 

A discussion of Clitheroe and its castle takes us back to the Conquest (and a little before).  In that regard, 

the following could be seen as historical context for much of our trip.   

 

Before the Conquest, the lands of England were held by various Anglo-Saxon lords.  (The Angles and the 

Saxons were German tribes that took over England after the Romans left in the fifth century).  The land 

around Clitheroe was held by the Saxon, Orm.  I believe that Orm is an ancestor of Peter Worden I in two 

ways (see my website jschuerman.com).   

 

Over in Normandy, at the same time as Orm, there was Roger of Montgomery (d. 1094), an ancestor of 

Peter Worden I in five ways through three of his children, Sybil, Matilda, and Robert.  Another of his 

sons, Roger, is critical to our story, he is our x-times great uncle.  Roger of Montgomery became the 1st 

Earl of Shrewsbury, he married Mabel de Belleme. 

 

After the Conquest, the southeast of England was securely in King William’s hands.  It took a few years 

to fully subjugate Wales and the North.  Much of Yorkshire was brutally laid waste.  But once it was 

secure, William handed out pieces of land to his supporters.  A large part of north Lancashire was given 

to Roger of Montgomery’s son, Roger, in 1092.  This Roger married Almodis, daughter of Count 

Adelbert II of LaMarche in Poitou, a province in France, he thus became known as Roger of Poitou or 

Roger the Poitevin.   

 

William the Conqueror had three sons, Robert Curthose, William Rufus (William the Red), and Henry.  

On his death in 1087, the Conqueror gave Normandy to Robert Curthose and England to William Rufus.  

He gave a bunch of money to Henry.  Rufus died without heirs in 1100 and was succeeded by Henry who 

became King Henry I.  Curthose attempted to overthrow his brother and take over the crown of England.  

Roger of Poitou joined Curthose in this unsuccessful effort and Henry I retaliated by depriving him of his 

lands in Lancashire.  In the reign of William Rufus, Roger of Poitou gave some of his Lancashire lands, 

including Bowland and Clitheroe, to Robert de Lacy, the Baron of Pontefract.  When Roger of Poitou lost 

his lands in 1102, Henry I allowed de Lacy to keep his holdings.   

 

The first Lacy that we know of is Hugh, born around 1020, who became the lord of Lassy, a town in 

Normandy.  He died in 1085 in Hereford, England.  He had two sons, Ilbert and Walter.  It is likely that 

Ilbert fought on the Conqueror’s side at Hastings while Walter probably did not.19  Ilbert, our ancestor, 

founded a branch of the Lacy family in the north while Walter led a branch in the Welsh Marches.20  

Ilbert became the first Baron of Pontefract and built Pontefract Castle, dying there in 1093.  Pontefract is 

east and a little north of Manchester.  The castle is now a ruin but Worden travelers interested in a day trip 

from Manchester might find it interesting.  

 

Ilbert’s son, Robert, was the second Baron of Pontefract.  He received the Lancashire lands from Roger of 

Poitou and was confirmed in them by King Henry I.  However, Robert did not support Henry in his fight 

with his brother, Robert Curthose, and thus Robert de Lacy was deprived of Pontefract Castle.  Robert de 

Lacy built the first part of Clitheroe Castle.  Robert’s son, another Ilbert, found himself at the Battle of 

Lincoln in 1141.  This was an important battle in the civil war between King Stephen and Empress Maud, 

                                                      
19  Claims that an ancestor fought at Hastings should be taken with a grain of salt.  There are several lists of knights 

at Hastings, none of which are reliable.  Only a few dozen of those present are known with confidence  
20  The Welsh Marches were counties on either side of the Welsh border.  Kings put barons in charge of them that 

they hoped would be loyal if the Welsh rebelled.  There were also Scottish Marches. 
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the daughter of King Henry I who was trying to win the crown for her son Henry.  Ilbert was on the losing 

side, that of King Stephen, and both Stephen and Ilbert were captured. Ilbert died in 1141, likely while in 

captivity.  The war went on in a kind of stalemate until Stephen’s death in 1154, when Maud’s son 

became King Henry II. 

 

Robert de Lacy had a daughter, Aubreye, sister of Ilbert, who married Robert de Lisours, and was our 

ancestor.  Three generations later Roger fitzJohn took the name de Lacy.  This Roger de Lacy was the 

Baron of Pontefract, Lord of Bowland, Baron of Halton, and Constable of Chester (sometimes he was 

called Roger le Constable).  He married Maud de Clere (not of the de Clare family).  Roger paid King 

Richard I a lot of money to recover the Honour of Pontefract (the land around the castle) for his family 

but the king kept the castle.  Roger joined King Richard (the Lionhearted) in the third crusade and was 

present at the siege of Acre in Palestine in 1192.  King Richard was succeeded by his brother, who 

became King John in 1199.  Roger de Lacy was one of the most prominent lords of the realm and as such 

was delegated to escort King William of Scotland (the Lion, another of Peter Worden’s ancestors) to 

Lincoln to meet with King John.  John gave Pontefract Castle to Roger de Lacy in 1199.  In 1203 Roger 

was the commander of Château Gaillard in Normandy.  It was besieged by King Philip II of France and 

although Roger led a valiant attempt to save the château, it fell in March 1204, thus ending English 

control of Normandy.  Roger died in 1211. 

 

Roger’s son was John de Lacy, Earl of Lincoln, Constable of Chester, Baron of Halton, Lord of Bowland, 

and probably a few other titles.  John was among the barons who rebelled against King John, was present 

at Runnymede at the signing of the Magna Carta in 1215, and was one of the group of barons charged 

with enforcing the charter.  For this he and the other barons were excommunicated by Pope Innocent III, 

although this was later rescinded.  King John was succeeded by his son King Henry III in 1216.  John de 

Lacy joined the Fifth Crusade and was present at the siege of Damietta in 1219.21  He was made Earl of 

Lincoln in 1232.   

 

John’s second wife was Margaret de Quincy, daughter and heiress of Robert de Quincy, son of Saer de 

Quincy, another of the Magna Carta Barons.  By Margaret John had a son, Edmund, and a daughter, 

Maud, who is our ancestor.  Maud married Earl Richard de Clare, son of Earl Gilbert de Clare and 

grandson of Earl Richard de Clare, both Magna Carta Barons.  John de Lacy died in 1240.  Margaret 

survived him and remarried Walter Marshal, an x-great uncle of Peter Worden I. 

 

I discuss the Magna Carta ancestors of Peter Worden in greater detail in an article in Wordens Past, 

August 2006. 

 

Clitheroe Castle 

 

Clitheroe Castle is on a hill in the middle of Clitheroe, overlooking the Ribble valley and Pendle Hill.  

The Ribble valley has been a major transportation route for at least two thousand years.  A Roman road 

runs just south of the castle.  A wooden fortress may have been on the site before the Norman Conquest.  

The keep of the castle was probably built by Robert de Lacy about 1102.  It is one of the smallest castles 

around.  A part of the land around the castle was granted in 1102 by Robert de Lacy to Ralph le Rous 

(Ralph the Red) whom we encountered in the discussion of the Sherburnes.  The castle continued in the 

hands of the de Lacy family until the death of Henry de Lacy in 1311.  Henry’s lands were inherited by 

his daughter, Alice, who married Thomas, Earl of Lancaster who took charge of the lands.  Thomas is the 

fellow who rebelled against his cousin King Edward II.  Thomas was executed by Edward in 1322 and his 

                                                      
21  Damietta is a town in Egypt.  The siege was successful. 
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property taken into the hands of the king.  Thomas’s brother, Henry, was later granted the lands and they 

subsequently became part of the Duchy of Lancaster.22   

 

Repairs and additions have been made to the castle over the years and it has sometimes fallen into 

considerable disrepair.  In 1602 a survey declared that the buildings were in ruinous shape and another 

survey in 1608 said that parts had fallen down.  In 1649, during the Civil War, Parliament decided it, 

along with a number of other castles should be “slighted” (torn down) to keep it from being used in the 

war.  This did not occur and eventually some repairs were made, the latest in the late 1980s and 2008.  In 

1920 the castle was bought by the town to erect a memorial to those who died in World War I. 

 

  

                                                      
22  The Duchy of Lancaster has extensive holdings throughout England.  It is owned by the Crown.  Queen Elizabeth 

II is the Duke (not the Duchess) of Lancaster. 
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Clitheroe Castle 

Top: from Wikipedia, Alexander P Kapp [CC BY-SA 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-

sa/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons. 

Below: From Thomas Whitaker, c.1650 from An history of the original Parish of Whalley, and honor of 

Clitheroe 4th ed. 
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Two descents of the Lacys to Peter Worden I 

 

Hugh de Lacy b. aft. 1020, d. 27 March 1085 = Emma 

Ilbert de Lacy d. abt. 1093 = Hawise                       

Robert de Lacy d. bef 1129 = Maud 

Aubreye de Lacy = Robert de Lisours 

Albreda de Lisours = Richard fitzEustace 

John fitzRobert d. 1190 = Alice de Mandeville 

Roger FitzJohn de Lacy b. 1170, d. 1211 = Maud de Clere 

Earl John de Lacy b. abt.1192, d. 22 July 1240 = Margaret de Quincy 

Maud de Lacy d. bef. 10 March 1288/89 = Earl Richard de Clare 

Rose de Clare b. 1255 d. aft 1316 = Lord Roger de Mowbray 

Lord John Mowbray b. 1286, d. 23 March 1322 = Aline de Braose 

Christiana de Mowbray d. 20 December 1363 = Sir William Plumpton 

Alice Plumpton d. aft 1408 = Sir Richard Sherburne 

(see Sherburne descendancy) 

 

(from above) 

Albreda de Lisours = Richard fitzEustace 

(brother of John above) Roger de Warkworth d. 1178 

Robert fitzRoger de Warkworth and Clavering d. bef. 22 November 1214 = Margaret de Chesney 

Alice FitzRobert = Peter fitzHerbert 

Lucy FitzPeter d. aft. 1266 = Sir William de Ros 

Sir William de Ros d. bef. 28 May 1310 = Eustace fitzRalph 

Lucy de Ros = Sir Robert Plumpton 

Sir William Plumpton d. 1362 = Christiana de Mowbray 

(as above) 
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VIII. The Tempests 

 

The family about which I have done the most research is the Tempests.  I have written several published 

articles on them (some with co-authors) and have explored several dilemmas in their ancestry.  In 

February 2006 I published an article in Wordens Past which was primarily about the current Tempests, 

residing at Broughton Hall, which we will see.   

 

The Tempests are remarkable in that the family has lived in northwest Yorkshire for at least 900 years.  

The earliest Tempest we know of is Roger who lived in Bracewell in the middle of the 12th century.  We 

do not know where the family came from or when they came.  We believe that Roger or his immediate 

ancestors came from Normandy after the Conquest. We also do not know the origin of the name 

“Tempest.” It does not seem to be the name of a place which was how many families got their names in 

that period.  It has been speculated that it refers to a storm at sea that the family endured or perhaps it 

refers to the temperament of an early ancestor. 

 

In my discussion below I depend on a manuscript written in the 1910s by Eleanor Blanche Tempest, the 

wife of Arthur Cecil Tempest, titled Tempest Pedigrees (I refer to this manuscript below as EBT).  In this 

manuscript EBT traced the Tempests from the 12th Century to her day.  The manuscript is in the British 

Library in London (Add. MS 40,670) and a copy is at Broughton Hall.  It is a large folio document of 22 

sheets each about 24 by 20 inches, with small black script and citations in red ink. Various coats of arms 

in color are scattered about.  After Eleanor’s death, her daughter arranged for a transcript of the 

manuscript to be made.  This transcript runs to 721 pages (transcribed from 22 large sheets of tiny 

writing).  Copies of the transcript exist at Stonyhurst and at Broughton Hall.  I have arranged for a 

transcript of this transcript to be made and posted on the Internet at  

http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/families/ebt/index.shtml.   

 

I also draw upon Charles Clay’s Early Yorkshire Charters, v. 7 (1947, referred to below as Clay).  There 

are differences between EBT and Clay that I discuss below.23   

 

The earliest Tempests were involved with the Rumelli and Meschines families (they may have come from 

Normandy with them) particularly Cecilia de Rumelli and her husband William de Meschines.  The 

Meschines were a prominent family, William was the brother of Ranulf le Meschines, the Earl of Chester.  

Their daughter, Alice (who took the name Rumelli), was the wife of William fitz Duncan, son of King 

Duncan of Scotland.  The Tempests may have lived on land owned by Cecilia and William. 

 

Roger I 

 

Evidences of people we are interested in in those days are often in the form of attestations (witnessings) to 

documents of more important people.  EBT believes that the first Roger Tempest witnessed a gift from 

Cecilia and William founding the Augustinian priory of St. Cuthbert in Embsay, a short distance from 

Skipton, in 1120.24  However, there is some question about the validity of that document and its dating.  

Clay’s first notice of Roger Tempest is a grant from Cecilia de Rumelli to Embsay dating it between 1135 

and 1154.  Roger Tempest witnessed subsequent charters of the Rumellis and Meschines.  There is no 

record of Roger’s death or of the identity of his wife.  The latest solid evidence we have of him is in 1151.  

                                                      
23  I discuss these early Tempests in more detail in an article at 

http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/families/tempest/early.shtml 
24  Subsequently, this priory moved to Bolton, not far away, becoming Bolton Abbey, the ruins of which 

can be viewed today.   
 

http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/families/ebt/index.shtml
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In 1166 there is a record of the land holdings of a Roger Tempest which at that time were ample but not 

great.25  And in 1168 Roger Tempest paid one-half mark for “unjust disseisin” (seizing land that did not 

belong to him).26  In both of these cases it is not clear whether this Roger was the first Roger or his 

grandson. 

 

For the next several generations the name of the eldest son alternated between Richard and Roger.  

Unfortunately, Richards often had brothers Roger and vice versa.  Hence, when we encounter an evidence 

from the early period it is sometimes hard to tell which Richard or Roger is being referenced.  

Furthermore, charters and other legal documents were often not dated, causing additional headaches for 

the genealogist.  Genealogists attempt to estimate dates from other evidence in the document, for 

example, something might be known about a testator, such as his (almost always a man) date of death or 

the date he became eligible to sign documents (usually 21).  

 

Richard I, Roger II 

 

The first Richard was probably born in the early 1140s.  We have a number of charters to which he was 

witness, including one that Clay dates to 1166-75.  Richard probably died by 1192 when there is evidence 

that his son, Roger II, succeeded him.  Again, it is not clear when Roger II was born, probably by 1171.  

He married Alice, the daughter of Elias de Rilleston, the first Tempest wife we know about.  In 1192 he 

attested a charter.  In 1209 he was fined 26s 8d for forest trespass (he was probably hunting on land he 

shouldn’t have, maybe land reserved for the king’s hunting).  Roger probably died between 1210 and 

1221.  We get the upper end of this range from a case in 1221 in which Richard Tempest, presumably 

Roger’s son, failed to respond to a lawsuit by the Abbot of Kirkstall in a plea of darrein presentment, a 

plea of having been deprived of an advowson.  Advowson is the right to appoint the priest of the church, 

in this case the Bracewell church, a valuable thing since the tithes of the church and the rents from any 

land the church owned went along with it.  Apparently, the matter was settled out of court since in a later 

charter (1222) Richard released all claims to the advowson to the Abbot and Convent of Kirkstall.   

 

Sir Richard II 

 

Richard II appears to have been born before 1198.  As mentioned above, Richard was involved in a case 

of darrein presentment in 1221.  There is a difference between EBT and Clay in regard to Richard.  EBT 

has two Richards here whereas Clay has only one.  This difference appears to arise because of the 

difference in dating going back to the first Roger.  To make her earlier dating work out, EBT needs two 

people here while Clay needs only one.  I believe Clay is likely right.  This Richard is the first knight in 

the Tempest descendancy, becoming a knight by 1246 (EBT says her second Richard was a knight).  Sir 

Richard was quite active in a number of court actions, as witness, juror, and sometimes as a principal.  At 

one Grand Assize (court session) in November 1251 he was a member of a jury and then a defendant in a 

dispute over land in Stock (next to Bracewell).  He continued witnessing grants up until 1256 or 1258.  It 

is not known when he died, Clay thinks it was before 1272/73 and probably before 1268 when his son, 

Roger, was a witness.   

 

  

                                                      
25  This is an interesting document.  It is the record of payments solicited by King Henry II “in aid” for the marriage 

of his eldest daughter, Maud (Matilda) to Henry the Lion, Duke of Saxony and Bavaria.  In those days, kings always 

seemed to be short of money and they used significant events in their families as excuses to tax their subjects. 
26  A mark was two-thirds of a pound. 
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Sir Roger III 

 

Sir Roger III married Alice, daughter of Walter de Waddington who was co-heir of her father.27  Sir 

Roger was described as chief lord of Waddington in 1267/68.  It would seem that Sir Roger came to his 

lordship of Waddington through his wife, but Walter de Waddington was still alive in 1283 so Alice 

could not have inherited Waddington and turned it over to her husband by 1268.  It is possible that part of 

it may have been in her dowry.  In any event, it is likely that Roger and Alice lived mostly at Bracewell, 

of which he was also lord.  By this time, the holdings of the Tempest family had become quite extensive, 

encompassing much of the land around Bracewell.  EBT believes Roger was knighted about 1278 when 

he witnessed a charter as “Dominus Roger Tempest.”  “Dominus” means lord, lords were not necessarily 

knights and knights were not necessarily lords.  In 1276 Roger contributed to the crusades.  Sir Roger 

apparently died between 12 November 1287 when he was on a jury and June 1290 when his name was on 

another jury panel which had “obit” (died) written over it.  Alice claimed her dower of one-third of 

Roger’s lands, defending her rights in a series of lawsuits. 

 

Richard III and John I 

 

EBT believes that Richard III was married before 1282, given the proof of age of his son (see below).  

The first evidence of him is in June 1276 when he sued several men for assault at Bracewell.  His attorney 

was his uncle, John Tempest.  At this point the various Richard and Roger Tempests become quite 

confusing.  In May 1291 Richard son of Roger Tempest brought a suit of mort d’ancestre against Richard 

son of Richard Tempest (the two sons were cousins).  A suit of mort d’ancestre was a claim to be the heir 

of a previous owner of property.  Here, we evidently have two branches of the Tempest family claiming 

the same land, the property is not identified in the record.  Richard Tempest III died 29 September 1297 at 

which time his son, John, was not of age.  Since Richard held his land “of the king in chief” (directly from 

the king) his land was taken into the king’s hands until the son came of age.  There is a record of the king, 

Edward I, giving the land and rights to Richard’s son’s marriage to Edward’s brother, Edmund, Earl of 

Cornwall.28 

 

Sir John Tempest I is the first Tempest for which we have a definite date of birth, 24 August 1283.  We 

know this because he was under age when his father died so when he came of age an inquisition had to be 

held establishing his age so that he could claim his inheritance. This inquisition occurred October 1304, at 

which time John would have just become of age.29  These inquisitions involved testimony from several 

persons who presumably had first-hand knowledge of the birth.  Part of the testimony was that he was 

born on St. Bartholomew’s day (24 August), 11 Edward I (1283) in Bracewell and baptized in St 

Michael's church there, his godfather being Adam son of William de Brochton, then aged 39 years who 

testified he raised John from the font. 

 

The history of John’s marriage is fairly convoluted.  As noted above, rights to his marriage were first held 

(after his father’s death) by Edmund, the Earl of Cornwall.  Edmund died in 1300 and King Edward I 

gave John Tempest’s marriage to Thomas de Carbury for £20 which was paid to Edmund’s estate.  

Thomas de Carbury in turn sold the marriage to Bolton priory which then sold it to William Mauleverer.  

It is claimed in a number of sources that John’s wife was Margaret Holand, daughter of Sir Robert Holand 

and Maud la Zouche.  Douglas Hickling and I have shown that this marriage is highly unlikely and that 

                                                      
27  The first surviving son inherited his father’s estate.  A surviving widow was due one-third of the estate during her 

lifetime.  If the father had no surviving sons the daughters inherited equally. 
28  The control of who a son like John would marry was valuable since he would inherit a lot of property, so was 

attractive to a father seeking a rich husband for a daughter. 
29  These coming of age inquisitions are filed with inquisitions post mortem. 
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we do not know the identity of John’s wife.30  It is possible that William Mauleverer may have intended 

to marry a daughter to John, but we have no evidence such a marriage took place nor do we know 

whether John was married when he came of age.  To further confuse things, in June, 1344, John Tempest 

knight and Isabella his wife of York diocese, had a Papal Indult to select their Confessor at the hour of 

death.  We have no idea who this Isabel was.  The following is the entry in the Vatican Secret Archives 

(not really secret) showing Pope Clement VI’s indult to Sir John Tempest and his wife Isabella: 

 

 
 

John Tempest joined the uprising under Thomas, Earl of Lancaster against King Edward II’s “favourite” 

Piers Gaveston.  He was pardoned along with the others in that affray.  Later Sir John Tempest was 

summoned to attend King Edward II in 1324 which may have been the occasion of his knighting.  He 

served King Edward III in various capacities.  He did not die until 1356.   

 

Sir John’s daughter, Margaret, married James Radcliffe, providing one of the lines from the Tempests to 

Peter Worden I. 

 

Sir John II, Sir Richard IV 

 

Sir John Tempest I’s eldest son was John II, born about 1313.  In 1346 he was present at the battle of 

Crecy.  Crecy, just across the English Channel, was a significant battle in the Hundred Years War with 

France.  The English forces were led by King Edward III and won a decisive victory.  There followed a 

siege of Calais, not far away, in which Sir John Tempest II also participated.  Calais fell after a year of 

siege and was held by the English for over 200 years.  Sir John may have been made a knight at Crecy or 

Calais but in any event was identified as such (militibus) when he witnessed a document in 1349.  Sir 

John married Katherine, daughter of Sir Robert Sherburne of Mitton and his wife Alice Blackburn.  In 

1354 Sir John and Katherine were given permission by the Pope to choose their confessor at the hour of 

death.  In 1379 John Tempest, Chivaler (another term for a knight) paid 20 shillings poll tax at 

Waddington.  This tax was to provide King Richard II with funds on the occasion of the return of the 

Black Death.  The Black Death first reached England in 1348 and returned periodically until the middle of 

the 17th Century.  It is estimated that at least half of the English population died in the 1300s because of 

the disease.  The plague resulted in considerable loss of laborers to work the land and thus hastened the 

decline of the feudal system.  Apparently, the Black Death did not seriously affect the Tempest family, 

other than perhaps making it difficult to engage servants and farm workers. 

 

Sir John and Katherine’s eldest son was Sir Richard IV (1332-1389) who married Maria Talbot, daughter 

of Sir Thomas Talbot.  In April of 1385, Sir Richard was on a Commission of Array for the West Riding 

of Yorkshire to prepare for a possible French invasion.  He was to supervise the provisioning of men and 

archers, to lead them to wherever they were needed, and to setup warning beacons.   

 

  

                                                      
30  http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/families/tempest/index.shtml 
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Sir Richard V 

 

Sir Richard Tempest IV’s eldest son was Sir Richard V (1356-1428).  This Richard spent a great deal of 

time away from his home in Bracewell in the Scottish Marches,31 France, and elsewhere in England.  One 

of the first notices of him is in the Scrope vs. Grosvenor trial in 1385.  This court hearing came about 

when Sir Richard Scrope discovered that Sir Gilbert Grosvenor was using the same coat of arms in fights 

with the Scots (azure a bend or, a blue shield with a diagonal bar of gold). Using someone else’s arms 

was a serious offense in those days.  Scrope’s complaint was taken up by the Court of Chivalry and 

Scrope prevailed, forcing Grosvenor to choose different arms.  A quite complete account of the 

proceedings has survived, most of which consists of testimony on the part of various knights that they had 

been in military actions in which Scrope had born the arms in question.  Sir Richard Tempest was one of 

the witnesses for Scrope and his testimony began with an account of his competence to give evidence.  He 

recounted that he was then 30 years old and had born arms for 15 years.  He had fought in Gascony and 

with the king in Scotland in 1385.  Geoffrey Chaucer testified for Scrope at the same trial.   

 

In 1381 Sir Richard, along with Sir Gerald Salvin, was entrusted with the supervision of 23 men at arms 

and 25 archers in Aquitaine (France).  A sum of money was given to them and some controversy later 

arose as to whether they had handled the money properly.  They were later cleared of any wrongdoing. 

 

This was a time of frequent threats to the north of England by the Scots and Sir Richard was on the front 

line of defense.  In 1385 he and Sir Thomas Swinburne were contracted by the king to defend the king’s 

castle at Roxburgh.  This castle was a major bulwark in the defense of England.  Earlier it had frequently 

changed hands with the Scots.  Today only ruins remain of the castle.  Apparently, Sir Richard had his 

family with him at the castle.  Later, when he was called to account for the funds provided to him for the 

defense of the castle he said he had lost the records because they had been “accidently lost when his wife 

was carried off by our Scottish enemies.”  Sir Richard was excused but we have no record of what 

happened to his wife.  He married Margaret Stainforth but we do not know whether it was she or another 

wife who was captured by the Scots. 

 

The next year, Sir Richard and Sir Thomas Talbot, probably his brother-in-law, were contracted to guard 

Berwick-on-Tweed for a year.  In 1387 Sir Richard asked for permission to fight a Scottish knight who 

had slandered him.  If this fight occurred Sir Richard survived.  Between 1387 and 1400 Richard was 

back and forth between West Yorkshire and the Scottish Marches, Roxburgh, and Berwick.  John Holand, 

Earl of Huntingdon and Duke of Exeter engaged him to be governor of the castle and town of Carlisle.  

Holand was the half-brother of King Richard II and a staunch defender of the king.  After Richard II was 

deposed by Henry IV, Holand conspired against the new king, his cousin.  The plot was discovered and 

Holand was executed.  Luckily, Sir Richard Tempest stayed out of this conflict. 

 

In 1401 Sir Richard was summoned to the king’s council as a Knight of the Shire for Lancashire and in 

1403-04 he was summoned for Yorkshire.  In the next year, Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland, was 

involved in a contretemps with King Henry IV which resulted in forfeiting of his position.  This resulted 

in financial problems for Sir Richard Tempest, since he had been receiving rent from the Earl.  However, 

Tempest earned the trust of the king who gave him the town of Preston-in-Craven (now Long Preston).  

When Henry V became king in 1413, he awarded Tempest a pension of £50 a year, a substantial sum in 

those days.  The arrangement was continued by Henry VI when he assumed the throne in 1422. 

 

                                                      
31 The Marches is an area bordering Scotland that was the scene of much conflict between the countries.  It was also 

known as the “Borders.”  There were also the Welsh Marches, parts of which were held by ancestors of Peter 

Worden I. 
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In August 1415, when he was 59, Sir Richard Tempest accompanied Henry V on an expedition to 

Normandy.  They captured Harfleur at the mouth of the Seine.  Sir Richard is recorded as having received 

at Harfleur, along with the other knights, a cask of wine from the king’s provisions.  The Battle of 

Agincourt ensued on 25 October 1415, a decisive win for the English.  Unfortunately, there is no record 

of Richard at the battle.  He may have been there or he may have returned to England.  However, his 

eldest son, Piers, was there, being knighted on the eve of the battle.   

   

In the ensuing years of his life, Sir Richard found ways to serve the king while staying at home in 

England.  He also substantially increased the land holdings of his family.  He died in 1428 at the age of 

72.  He left money to Bracewell church and was presumably buried there but no evidence of his grave 

remains today.   

 

Sir Richard’s daughter, Isabel, married Laurence de Hamerton and went away to live with him near Long 

Preston, becoming ancestors of Peter Worden I.  The eldest son, Piers, was killed in France in 1417.  The 

youngest son, Roger, married Catherine Gilliot and moved to the Gilliot family home at Broughton.  Part 

of Broughton was already in the hands of the Tempest family.  The current residents of Broughton are the 

descendants of Roger and Catherine. 

 

The Descendancies 

 

Roger Tempest I living 1151 

Richard Tempest I living 1153 

Roger Tempest II m. ca 1188 Alice daughter of Elias de Rilleston 

Sir Richard Tempest II d. ca 1268 

Sir Roger Tempest III d. before June 1288 m. Alice daughter of Walter de Waddington  

Richard Tempest III d.1297 

Sir John Tempest I, b. 1283, d. shortly after 1356  

Sir John Tempest II b. ca 1313 m. Katherine Sherburne 

Sir Richard Tempest IV b. ca 1334, d. 1390 m. Mary Talbot 

Sir Richard Tempest V b. 1356, d. 1428 m. Margaret Stainforth 

Isabel Tempest m. Laurence Hamerton d. 1449 

Alice Hamerton m. Richard Sherburne d. 1441                             

Agnes Sherburne m. Henry Rishton  d. 1490                   

Nicholas Rishton d. 1508 m. Margaret Radcliffe d. 1528 

Agnes Rishton m. Richard Worthington d. 1526 

Peter Worthington d. 1577 m. Isobel de Anderton d. 1573 

Isobel Worthington d. 1580 m. Robert Worden d. 1580 

Peter Worden I  d. 1638, Yarmouth, Massachusetts 

 

Margaret Tempest sister of Sir John II above = James Radcliffe son of William Radcliffe and Susannah 

Legh                               

Richard Radcliffe b.1379, d. 1442 = Cecilia de Assheton                            

James Radcliffe d. 1446 = Agnes Euby                               

John Radcliffe d. 1435 = Isabel Tyldesley                               

Margaret Radcliffe d. 1528 = Nicholas Rishton                              

[as above] 
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The Places of the Tempests 

 

Waddington 

 

Above, I mentioned Waddington and its church and hall.  Waddington Hall was owned by the Tempests 

and they were patrons of the church.  The arms of the Tempests may be seen in the church. 

 

Bracewell 

 

Bracewell was the first home of the Tempests that we know about.  It is a small town on the road from 

Clitheroe to Skipton.  We will visit the church which has some evidences of the Tempests, including a 

coat of arms in one of the windows.  Curiously, there are carved mice on some of the pews.32  A few steps 

away is the place where King Henry VI hid out, called “Henry’s Parlour.”  It is now a private residence.  

The home of the Tempests was nearby but there is no evidence of it now.  Below is the archway at 

Bracewell, leading from church yard to Henry’s Parlour. 

 

 

 

Broughton Hall 

 

Broughton is a very large estate, covering almost 3000 acres, on the edge of the Yorkshire Dales.  

Charlotte and I have spent many days at Broughton Hall, as guests of Henry Tempest, who until recently 

was the “lord of the manor,” and his wife Janet.  Henry was the second son of Roger Stephen Tempest 

(1876-1948), the son of Eleanor Blanche and Arthur Cecil Tempest.  Henry spent some time at Oxford, 

                                                      
32  This was not uncommon.  Try Googling “church pew mice.” 
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studying mathematics and physics, but the Second World War interrupted his studies and he joined the 

Scots Guards.  As a junior officer, he saw action in Belgium and Germany, where he was wounded.  After 

the war, Henry spent time in Rhodesia where he married Janet, an Englishwoman whose family was 

living there.  They returned to England in 1961 with two daughters who had been born in Africa and 

Henry worked at the University of Oxford as a financial officer.  In England they had another daughter 

and two sons. 

 

Henry succeeded to the estate upon the unexpected death of his older brother, Stephen, in 1970.  At the 

time, families with large estates in England were having difficulties maintaining them due to heavy estate 

taxes and the costs of upkeep.  Henry decided to explore the possibility of making use of some of the 

estate for commercial purposes.  The outbuildings of the estate have been rehabilitated and now house 

offices of a number of small firms, some of them high-tech businesses.  A recent addition is a pavilion, 

which is used for meetings and recreation.  It has all been done quite tastefully.  The grounds are 

immaculately trimmed, with Roman-like statues and shaped hedges.  You can see some of the buildings, 

the grounds, and a view of the main house at http://www.broughtonhall.co.uk/.  A few years ago Henry 

turned over the house and estate to his son, Roger.  In April 2017 Henry died at the age of 93. 

 

Broughton Hall is a large and impressive house.  The mansion includes reception rooms, sitting rooms, 

and a bedroom containing a wonderfully carved four-poster bed designed by Henry’s grandmother, 

Eleanor Blanche Tempest.  The library has thousands of books, including many genealogical volumes 

collected by Eleanor Blanche.  I have spent hours tracking down many of these volumes in libraries in 

this country and in England, so it is remarkable to see them all together in this private library.  The house 

is wonderfully appointed, with antique furniture, paintings, and richly colored wall coverings.  There are 

portraits of a number of the Tempests.  Attached to the house is a quite large church in which Roman 

Catholic services are regularly held and to which the public is invited.  The Tempests were first given a 

license for a private chapel in 1453.  The church is brightly painted in blue, red, and gold and is quite 

lovely.  The church contains a large rendering of the Tempest coat of arms.  

 

Below, the rear of Broughton Hall. 

http://www.broughtonhall.co.uk/
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Broughton Hall, a practice hare hunt 2010.  The hounds are out in front, not visible here.  Note that it is 

“hares” and “hounds” not rabbits and dogs.  Below, the arms of the Tempests in a window in Broughton 

Hall. 
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Skipton Castle 

  



55 

 

 

Hellifield Peel and Long Preston 

 

Some 20 miles northwest of Broughton are the towns of Hellifield and Long Preston.  A mile or so 

outside of Hellifield is Hellifield Peel, a castle-like structure that was occupied by Laurence Hamerton 

and his wife Isabel Tempest.  Several years ago, the house was rescued from ruin and turned into a 

charming B & B.  The arms of the Hamertons decorate the house.  Recently those occupants sold out and 

it is now a private home.  We will view the outside.  Here is a website discussing the house: 

http://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/lifestyle/homes-gardens/tv-grand-design-for-sale-as-architect-sells-his-

dream-castle-1-7814135 

 

We will visit the church of St. Mary in Long Preston.  There we will view the tomb of Laurence 

Hamerton and Isabel.  Below is the top of this tomb.  This is a rubbing from Whitaker, History of Craven 

(3rd ed., p. 146).  The tomb today is much worn and not nearly as clear as this image.  Whitaker says the 

inscription around the outside is: 

 

"Orate pro animabus Laurentii Hamerton, arm. et Isabellae uxoris ejus, Ricardi filii eius militis, 

Elizabethe uxoris ejus. Parentum, Liberprum, et omnium Denefactorum istius Capellae sibe 

Cantariae, quae fundata erat A.D. MCCCCXLV." On the tomb are five shields: the first 

Hammerton impaling Tempest; second Hammerton impaling Assheton; third Hammerton 

impaled with Knolle and Arches borne quarterly; fourth Hammerton impaling Plumpton; fifth, 

Hammerton impaling Radcliffe of Longfeld.  

 

The Latin of the day was highly abbreviated.  Whitaker’s transcription expands many of the abbreviations 

on the stone.  My partial translation of the inscription (recognizing the limitations of my Latin): “Pray for 

the souls of Laurence Hamerton, knight, and Isabel his wife, Richard his son, knight, Elizabeth his wife. . 

. .A.D. 1445.”   

 

The word “credo,” (“I believe”) appears in several locations on the stone.  The letter “C” is closed up, so 

it looks like a “D.”   
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IX. The Hamertons, Knolls, and Arches 

 

(Adapted from WP, February 2011, v. 31, number 4; a more extensive discussion of the Arches and 

Knolls is at http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/families/arches/) 

 

The discussion above about the Tempests ended with the marriage of Isabel Tempest and Lawrence 

Hamerton  Here I talk a bit more about the Hamertons and the families they married into, the Knolls and 

Arches.  The ancestry of Lawrence de Hamerton is given by Thomas Whitaker in his History and 

Antiquities  of the Deanery of Craven in the County of York33 and by Joseph Foster in his Pedigrees of the 

County Families of Yorkshire as follows: 

 

Richard de Hamerton, living 1170 

Orme de Hamerton 

John de Hamerton = Agnes 

Richard de Hamerton living 1284-5 = Agnes 

Stephen de Hamerton living 1315-16 

John de Hamerton living 1332-3, d. before 1359-60 = Agnes 

Adam de Hamerton = Katherine de Knoll 

Richard de Hamerton = Elizabeth, dau & heir of William de Radcliff & Ellen de Langfield (see Worden 

Tour Notes Number 3, the Radcliffes) 

Laurence de Hamerton d. before 27 June 1449 = Isabel Tempest 

 

The descent of Katherine de Knoll, wife of Adam de Hamerton is: 

 

Thurstan de Arches, living 1174-5 

Wilin de Arches, living 1223, 1228 

Reiner de Arches = Sara 

Hawise de Arches = (m. by 1266) Elias de Knoll, son of Elias de Knoll 

Elias de Knoll 

Katherine de Knoll = Adam de Hamerton 

 

The Hamertons were probably originally from the town of Amer which comes from Almer, a Saxon 

name.  The suffix -ton on town names means “town,” so we have “Amerton” which became “Hamerton” 

(“Amerton” and “Hamerton” are pronounced the same, since the initial “H” is silent).  The family later 

adopted hammers for use in their coat of arms, but the family name does not come from the tool.  The 

arms of the family were Argent, three hammers sable, two and one; Crest: A greyhound couchant which 

means the shield was white with three black hammers, two at the top and one below, on top of the shield 

was a greyhound lying down with its head raised. 

 

As I described above, Lawrence Hamerton and his wife are buried in the Hamerton chantry in Long 

Preston church, built by their son Richard.  The slab covering their tomb has a number of shields which 

are useful in identifying or confirming the above ancestry.  The middle shield is Hamerton impaled with 

Knoll and Arches borne quarterly (this means the shield was divided into four quarters, the first and 

fourth quarters had the Hamerton arms, the Knoll and Arches arms were in the other quarters).  This 

indicates that a Hamerton was married to a Knoll who was in turn married to an Arches.  The Hamertons 

evidently inherited Hellifield from the Knolls.  They are alleged to have inherited Wigglesworth (a bit 

west of Long Preston) from the Arches.  The Hamertons also were in possession of the vill of Hamerton. 

 

                                                      
33  3rd Edition, 1878, chart opposite p. 150. 

http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/families/arches/
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We know the Hamertons’ names and approximate dates, as shown above, from various charters and other 

legal documents.  But we do not know much about their lives.  Apparently, they were not much involved 

in politics or wider events of the day.  Lawrence Hamerton was given permission to fortify and 

“crenellate” his Hellifield home, giving it its castle-like appearance.  A later Hamerton, Sir Stephen, a 

distant cousin of ours, did become famous as an objector to King Henry VIII.  He was one of those 

Catholics who rebelled against Henry VIII’s suppression of the church and his marriage to Anne Boleyn. 

For this, Sir Stephen was pardoned. Later, he took part in the Pilgrimage of Grace, another rebellion of 

northern Catholics against Henry VIII.  This time he did not get off and was hanged in 1536. 

 

The town of Hellifield is mentioned in Domesday as “Helgefelt,” the Field of Helgh, Helgh being its 

Saxon possessor before the Conquest.  After that it was held by the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem (the 

Hospitallers) and by the Percies.  Then by the Knolls.  Whitaker (p. 150) quotes “ex charta pen. Jac. 

Hamerton, Arm.” (from a charter held by James Hamerton, knight) a document indicating how the Knolls 

obtained Hellifield:  “For Isabel daughter of Richard de Helghefeld and widow of Robert de Stainton, 

gave to Elias de Knoll, for his homage and service, and for sixty marks, all the lands which she held as of 

inheritance in demesne in Helghefeld, whereof thirteen bovates were in demesne, and four bovates in 

service, as sixteen bovates make two carucates.”34  No date is given for this grant so we do not know 

which of the three Elias de Knolls listed above is referenced here.  Whitaker (p. 151) goes on to say that 

Lawrence Hamerton obtained a licence to fortify his manor of Hellifield in 19 Henry VI (1440-41), citing 

“Chart. Jac. Hamerton.” This appears to be what is now Hellifield Peel, a fortress-like structure, now an 

elegant home. 

 

Both Whitaker and Foster in their descendancy charts for the Hamertons show Wigglesworth as having 

come to Adam de Hamerton from his wife, Katherine de Knoll.  The will of Sir Richard Hamerton, 

Lawrence’s son and the founder of the chantry at Long Preston, is in Testamenta Eboracensia,35 dated 4 

October 1480.  Unfortunately, it does not discuss his holdings of land.  However, Stephen Hamerton, son 

of Richard, held Wigglesworth at his death in 1500/01.36  He also held considerable other properties, 

including Knollesmere, Hamerton, and “Halyffelde,” presumably Hellifield.37   

 

Both Whitaker and Foster show Katherine de Knoll as daughter of Elias but unfortunately solid evidence 

for this relationship is lacking. 

 

The Arches 

 

There were a number of Arches families in early post-conquest England, but their relationships are 

cloudy.  The earliest Arches ancestor of Katherine de Knoll that I know of was Thurstan (living 1174-5).  

He was likely related to other earlier Arches that have been identified, but I have been unable to 

determine these relationships.  The descent from Thurstan de Arches to Reiner de Arches is given by 

Charles Clay, Early Yorkshire Charters, volume 11 (hereafter, EYC).  EYC provides considerable 

evidence for this descent from charters of the family.  EYC has charters in which Thurstan de Arches gave 

land in Arncliffe to Fountains Abbey in and before 1170, and land between Kilnsey and Arncliffe in 

                                                      
34  A mark is a unit of money, bovate and carucate are measures of land. Land held in demesne was used directly by 

the lord, worked by farm workers hired by him.  Land in service is land rented out.  There are a number of other 

terms for this kind of land. 
35  v. 3 (v. 45 of Surtees Society publications), pp. 258-59. 
36  See his inquest post mortem in Calendar of Inquests Post Mortem, Henry VII, v. 2, p. 243-44. 
37  A manuscript in the British Library, Add. MS 30146, by William Langton has several evidences for Lawrence 

Hamerton of Wigglesworth, his son Richard, and one for John, his great-grandfather (1359).  There are also 

evidences for the Knolls in this manuscript.  Langton was involved in the revision of Whitaker’s History of Craven. 
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1174-75.38  Later is a confirmation of these gifts by Thurstan’s son, Wilin de Arches (c. 1180-1200).39  

EYC has a gift before April 1221, by Walter de Arches, another of Thurstan’s sons, to Furness Abbey, 

which the notes indicate was confirmed by Wilin.40  EYC says “Wilin de Arches had a son William whom 

he mentioned in one of his charters to Fountains41; but his successor was his son Reiner who confirmed 

the gifts of his grandfather Thurstan and his father Wilin [Fountains Chart. i, 72].”  Reiner de Arches 

apparently had two daughters, Maud (Matilda) who married John de Alta Ripa (alias Dautrey) (she 

married second, Adam de Buckden) and Hawise who married Elias, son of Elias de Knoll.  The Percy 

Chartulary42 has an agreement between John de Alta Ripa and his wife Maud and Elias son of Elias de 

Knoll and Hawise dated 28 January 1265/6.  This document refers to an inheritance by Maud and Hawise 

from Reiner de Arches, not explicitly identifying them as his daughters.43  The agreement provided for 

dividing their inheritance between them.  The advowson of the church of Arncliffe (the right to appoint 

the priest, a valuable right) was to be shared (that is, alternated) between them.  Land in Staverbot 

(Starbottom), Langestrother, and Ketelwell and the homage and service of Arncliffe were to go to Elias 

and Hawise while land in Hapton, Heyton, and Rathmell was to go to John and Maud. 

 

The Knolls 

 

The Elias de Knoll who married Hawise de Arches apparently had sons Reiner de Knoll (who married 

Beatrice) and Elias.  There are two lawsuits recorded in the De Banco rolls for 18 April 1325 in which 

Elias, son of Elias de Knoll claimed lands in Netherhelghefeld and Stauerbot.  The lawsuits describe the 

relevant relationships in somewhat confusing language but it is clear that Elias de Knoll and his wife 

Hawise had two sons, Reiner and Elias.44  An inquest following the death of Beatrice, the wife of Reiner 

de Knoll, 18 Edward II (1325),45 confirms that Reiner died without heir of his body.  Her IPM (Ibid.) 

indicates that she held the manors of Knoll, Staverbot, and “Netherhelghfeld” (Nether Hellifield) and the 

advowson of Arncliffe.  

 

I have shown Katherine de Knoll as the daughter of Elias de Knoll III (she might have been his 

granddaughter, the daughter of still another Elias).  As indicated above, this should be considered  

speculative since I have no solid evidence she was his daughter. 

 

I am grateful to Chris Phillips for translating and interpreting several documents.  I am also grateful to 

Ken Swint for calling my attention to questions about the Knoll and Arches descent and for pointing me to 

a number of sources. 

 

                                                      
38  No. 128-9, pp. 154-56. 
39  EYC, v. 11, pp. 156-57, no. 130. 
40  V. 7, pp. 185-86, no. 116. 
41  Note to no. 130 [EYC, v. 11, p. 185, see above]. 
42  V. 117 of the Surtees Society Publications, pp. 123-124, no. 374. 
43  However, a De Banco roll entry, cited below, says that Reiner de Arches gave Staverbot to Elias de Knoll in 

marriage with Hawise, so this is additional evidence, though perhaps still not conclusive proof, that Reiner was the 

father of Maud and Hawise.  He could have been their uncle, or another relative. 
44  I discuss these lawsuits and other evidence for these relationships at 

http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/families/arches/.  Records of the lawsuits may be viewed at  

http://aalt.law.uh.edu/AALT4/JUST1/JUST1no1118/IMG_9735.htm and 

http://aalt.law.uh.edu/AALT4/JUST1/JUST1no1118/IMG_9736.htm.  These are on the website of the Anglo-

American Legal Tradition at the University of Houston Law School (AALT). This digital archive of materials at The 

National Archives is being assembled by Robert C Palmer and Elspeth K Palmer and is available at 

aalt.law.uh.edu/aalt.html.  The documents are in medieval Latin script.  Chris Phillips has translated and interpreted 

these items for me. 
45  Cal. Inq. P. M., v. 6, Edward II, pp. 399-400, C 134/93/16 

http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/families/arches/
http://aalt.law.uh.edu/AALT4/JUST1/JUST1no1118/IMG_9735.htm
http://aalt.law.uh.edu/AALT4/JUST1/JUST1no1118/IMG_9736.htm
http://aalt.law.uh.edu/aalt.html
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Below: Hellifield Peel 

 

 

 

Below: Downham with Pendle Hill in the background  
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X. Downham 

 

Downham is a charming little town on the side of a hill not far from Clitheroe overlooking Pendle Hill.  

The whole of the town is owned by Baron Clitheroe, Ralph John Assheton, also known as Lord Clitheroe 

(born 1929).  His heir apparent is Ralph Christopher Assheton (b. 1962).  The earliest ancestor of the 

current Asshetons that we can have some confidence in is Orm Fitz-Eward and his wife Emma, daughter 

of Albert de Gresley in the time of King Henry II (1154-1189).  Peter Worden I is also descended from 

Orm and Emma.  The Asshetons came into possession of Downham in 1558 (Richard Assheton) and their 

manor house is there. 

 

The early part of the following chart is taken from Baines, History of Lancashire, rev. ed., chart of p. 306.  

It differs somewhat from Burke’s Peerage (see thepeerage.com) which is not always reliable.  Also 

consulted was Whitaker’s History of Whalley, 1872 ed. 

 

Orm Fitz-Eward (temp H II) = Emma de Gresley 

Thomas de Assheton 

Sir Thomas de Assheton 

Sir John de Assheton (living 18 Edw. III, 1344-45) = Margery Byron, dau of John, widow of Edmund 

Talbot (d. 1344-45) 

Sir Robert de Assheton (d. 1384) 

Thomas de Assheton (living 1385) = Eleanor, dau of Sir John Bubmley (Bampley?) 

Sir John de Assheton (living 13 Richard II, 1389-90) = Margaret, dau of Robert de Legh of Adlington 

Sir John de Assheton = dau of Sir Robert Standish 

Sir John de Assheton (d. Sept. 3, 1428) = 1st Jane dau of John Saville 

Cecilia Assheton = 1416 Richard Radcliffe [see Radcliffe descent to Peter Worden I] 

Sir John de Assheton also married Margaret dau of John Byron of Clayton 

Ralph de Assheton (d.<1490) = Margaret Barton 

[from Burke’s Peerage:] 

Ralph de Assheton = Margaret Leaver 

Ralph de Assheton (b < 1483) = Eleanor Hulton 

Ralph de Asheton = Margaret Orrell 

Ralph de Assheton (d. 1587) = Alice Hulton 

Ralph de Assheton (1535-1616) = 1st Johanna dau of Edward Radcliffe of Todmorden = 2nd Anne dau of 

Thomas Talbot 

[from Burke’s Peerage and Whitaker’s History of Whalley, 1872 ed., p. 121:] 

(by Johanna) Radclyffe Assheton (1582-1644) = Elizabeth Hyde 

John Assheton (d. 1642) = Anne Shuttleworth 

Richard Assheton (~1642-1709) = Mary Pigott 

Ralph Assheton (1666-1705) = Sarah Bruen 

Ralph Assheton (1696-1729) = Mary Lister 

Ralph Assheton (1719-1758) = Rebecca Hulls 

William Assheton (1758-1833) = Lettice dau. of Sir Richard Brooke 

William Assheton (1788-1858) = Frances-Annabella dau of William Cockayne 

Ralph Assheton (1830-1907) = Emily Augusta dau of Joseph Feilden 

Sir Ralph Cockayne Assheton (1860-1955) 1st Baronet Assheton of Downham = Mildred Estelle Sybella 

Master 

Sir Ralph Assheton, 1st Baron Clitheroe (1901-1984) = Sylvia Benita Frances Hotham 

Ralph John Assheton, 2nd Baron Clitheroe (b. 1929) = Juliet Hanbury 

 

Early entries from Burke’s Peerage: 
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Orm Fitz-Eward = Emma de Grelley 

Roger de Kirkby 

Orm fitz Roger 

Thomas de Assheton 

Robert de Assheton living 1254 

Thomas de Assheton d. < 1320 

Sir John de Assheton d~1360 = Margaret Legh 

Sir John de Assheton  

Sir John de Assheton d. 3 Sept 1428 = 1st Jane Savile = 2nd Margaret Byron 

 

The Asshetons came to be seated at Ashton-under-Lyne in the eastern part of Greater Manchester.  This 

manor and other lands was granted by the Conqueror to Albert Greilly (Greslet, Gresley), the first Baron 

of Manchester.  The third baron was Albert de Gresley whose daughter, Emma, married Orm Fitz Eward, 

the forebear of the Asshetons.  Ashton-under-Lyme was held by the Greslets until 1313 when it became 

owned by the la Warres.  Sir John de Assheton had free warren in Ashton in 1335 indicating that he 

owned at least part of the manor.  Sir John was summoned to Parliament in 1323-24 by King Edward II.   

 

Sir John’s son, Robert, gained considerable distinction in the reigns of Edward III and Richard II.  He was 

vice-chancellor to Edward III and was named by that monarch as a negotiator with the French.  He was 

governor of Guynes in 1360-61, Lord Treasurer of England in 1363-64 and 1374-75, Justice of Ireland in 

1372-73, an executor of Edward III’s last will, and Warden of the Cinque Ports under Richard II. 

 

Sir Robert’s son, Thomas, fought in the Battle of Neville’s Cross, October 17, 1346, where he captured 

the royal standard of Scotland.  Thomas’s son, Sir John Assheton, was knight of the shire for the county 

of Lancaster (representative of Lancashire in Parliament) in 6th, 12th, and 13th Richard II (1382, 1388, 

and 1390).  Sir John’s son John drowned at Norham.  His son, the third Sir John in a row, was inducted 

into the new Knights Companions of the Bath at the coronation of Henry IV in 1399.  In 1413 he was one 

of the representatives of Lancashire in the first Parliament of Henry V.  Sir John was appointed by Henry 

V as seneschal of Bayeux in 1417.  One of Sir John’s daughters was Elizabeth who married first Sir 

Ralph Harrington and second Sir Richard Hammerton.  Another daughter was Cecilia who married 

Richard Radcliffe, from whom Peter Worden I is descended. 
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XI.  The Harringtons 

 

(from WP, November 2013, v. 34, number 3) 

The Harringtons are medieval baronial ancestors of Peter Worden I who lived in northwest England.  The 

descent to Peter Worden is as follows: 

 

1. Eldred 

2. Baron Ketel of Kendal 

3. Orm = Gunnilda 

4. Osulf de Flemingby46 

5. Robert de Harrington = Christiana (during the reign of Richard I, 1189-1199) 

6. Thomas de Harrington 

7. Michael de Harrington 

8. Sir Robert de Harrington, d. abt. 1297 = Agnes Cansfield (Cancefield) 

9. Sir John de Harrington, d. 1347 = Joan Dacre  

10. Sir John de Harrington, d. 1360/61 = Katherine Banastre 

11. Sir Nicholas de Harrington, d. 1403 = Isabella English 

12. Agnes de Harrington, d. bef.  30 Nov. 1444 = Richard Sherburne, d. 1441 

13. Richard Sherburne, d. 1441 = Alice Hammerton 

14. Agnes Sherburne = Henry Rushton, d. bef. 1490 

15. Nicholas Rushton, d.  1508 = Margaret Radcliffe 

16. Agnes Rushton = Richard Worthington, d. 1526 

17. Peter Worthington, d. 1577 = Isobel de Anderton 

18. Isobel Worthington, d. 1580 = Robert Worden, d. 1580 

19. Peter Worden I, d. 1638/39 

 

From Agnes Cansfield on each spouse has known ancestors, some of whom I have discussed earlier and 

in articles in WP.  I discuss some of Agnes Cansfield’s ancestry below.  Again, as with other medieval 

families, the families I discuss here are related in multiple ways, by marriage, blood, and through land 

transactions and other legal actions. 

 

The Harringtons lived in what is now the county of Cumbria, which encompasses the Lake District.  At 

their time, the area was divided between northern Lancashire (the southern part of Cumbria) and 

Cumberland, in the far northwest of England, next to Scotland.  Other spellings of the name occur, most 

often “Haverington” in the early evidences, and a single “r”: “Harington.”  I have standardized the 

spelling to “Harrington.”  The early ancestors of the Harringtons (Eldred, Ketel, and Orm) were Anglo-

Saxons, trying to adjust to the Norman invasion.  It appears that the manor of Flemingby (Flemby, 

Fleming) on the Irish Sea came to Osulf through his mother, Gunnilda. 47   

 

  

                                                      
46  For Osulf and his Harrington descendants I have depended heavily on Ian Grimble, The Harington Family 

(1957).  See also Victoria History of the County of Lancaster, v. 8, p. 320, sub Parish of Aldingham and Knights of 

the Shire of the County Palatine of Lancaster, Chetham Society Publications, new series, v. 96, p. 179, an account of 

Thomas Harrington, grandson of Nicholas, giving an account of Thomas’s ancestry. 
47  Scot’s Peerage, v. 3: 245 gives the ancestry of Gunnilda and says she was married to Orm son of Ketel (without 

citations); William Jackson, Curwens of Workington Hall and Kindred Families, (1880), p. 3 (available on 

archive.org, reprinted from Transactions of the Cumberland and Westmorland Archaeological & Antiquarian 

Society), says Orm was the son of Ketel who was the son of Eldred.  
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Ancestry of Gunnilda 

 

1. King Athelred the Unready, d. 1016 (descendant of King Arthur the Great) = Aelfgifu48 

2. Aelfgifu = Uhtred Earl of Northumbria, murdered 1016 

3. Ealdgyth = Maldred, d. 1045, brother of King Duncan I of Scotland, sons of Crinan the Thane (d. 1045) 

and Bethoc of Scotland, daughter of King Malcolm II of Scotland, descendant of early monarchs of 

Scotland49 

4. Earl Gospatric, d. 1075 = sister of Edmund 

5. Gunnilda = Orm, their children were Osulf de Flemingby and Gospatric (d. 1179), father of Thomas of 

Workington 

 

The register of the Priory of St. Bees50 (in Cumberland) records a grant to the priory from Robert de 

Harrington, with the consent of his wife, Christiana, of land in “Hafrynctuna” (Harrington). Not much is 

known about Robert’s son and grandson Thomas and Michael, but apparently they, along with Robert, 

lived at Harrington, a small town on the Irish sea that still exists.  We have some evidences of the second 

Robert de Harrington (d. 1297). The Plea Roll of 127751 has a claim by him to the manor of Flemingby 

against the Abbot of Holm Culton which claim was largely unsuccessful.  The Plea Roll has the 

descendancy from Osulf down to the second Robert de Harrington.52  The second Robert’s wife, Agnes 

Cansfield, inherited the manor of Aldingham when her brother was drowned in the River Severn.  

Aldingham is on Morcambe Bay, on the southern coast of Cumbria and Robert and Agnes moved there.   

 

Sir Robert’s oldest son, Michael, died without heir and his brother John succeeded.  John is the most 

prominent of the Harringtons described here.  His mother died in 1293 and he was still under age when 

his father died in 1297.  John became the ward of Sir William Dacre who presumably married him to his 

daughter, Joan.  John and Joan settled in Aldingham.  In 1306, John was knighted in the elaborate 

ceremony in Westminster in which King Edward I knighted his son Edward (later King Edward II) along 

with dozens of other men.53  After the ceremony, the now Sir John Harrington accompanied Edward I on 

one of his many invasions of Scotland. 

 

Edward I died in 1307.  I have described Edward II’s disastrous rule previously.  John Harrington became 

a follower of Earl Thomas of Lancaster in the Earl’s quarrels with Edward II and was held to be complicit 

in the murder of the King’s “favourite,” Piers Gaveston.  John was pardoned for this offense, along with 

the other conspirators, and had an on-again-off-again relationship with the king afterwards.  In the 

process, he kept himself from too close an involvement with Earl Thomas.  He was a “commissioner of 

array” on several occasions, responsible for raising forces to assist in various military efforts, usually 

against the Scots.  Edward II was deposed by his wife, Isabella in January 1327 and was succeeded by his 

underage son, Edward III.  Sir John served the new king in a number of ways.  He was summoned to 

Parliament on a number of occasions, by both Edward II and Edward III, the first time in 1326 thereby 

becoming Lord Harrington.54  Sir John died in 1347 and was buried in the church in Cartmel, not far from 

Aldingham in southern Cumbria.55 

 

                                                      
48 For the descent from Athelred to Earl Gospatric see G.E. Cokayne, Complete Peerage  v. 4, p. 504 (sub Dunbar) 

and v. 9, p. 704 (sub Northumberland); Scot’s Peerage v. 3, pp. 240-243. 
49  See my article in WP, May 2004, v. 25, No. 1. 
50  Surtees Society publications, v. 128, p. 117. 
51  De Banco R. No. 21, m. 43d. 
52 The St. Bees registry also has another grant (p. 118) from the second Robert Harrington, dated 3 November 1292. 
53 I have given an account of this event in an earlier article in WP, “Talbot Ancestors of Peter Worden,” Feb. 2008, 

v. 28, No. 4.  See also Knights of Edward I, Harleian Society, v. 81, p. 188. 
54  G.E.Cokayne, Complete Peerage, v. 6, p. 314-315. 
55  His inquisition post mortem is in Calendar of Inquisitions, Edward III, v. 9, p. 30. 
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The church is part of the Priory of Cartmel.56  The priory was founded by William Marshal, Earl of 

Pembroke, who served four kings in high positions.  William Marshal is also an ancestor of Peter Worden 

I.57  Several generations of Harringtons contributed to the development of the church.  During the reign of 

Henry VIII, monasteries and priories were suppressed and often destroyed.  Somehow, the Priory of 

Cartmel survived, perhaps because it is in an out-of-the-way part of England.  The church is quite large 

for a small town, presumably because it was part of a priory.  Its architecture is quite unusual.  It has a 

square tower that is placed on the church at a 45 degree angle.  Inside it is quite magnificent and the tomb 

of Sir John and his wife is most stunning.  It was moved from another part of the church to its present 

location under an arch next to the altar.  On the tomb are full length effigies of Sir John and Joan, Sir John 

in chain mail with his shield and sword and Joan in a demure gown and veil.   

 

Sir John had two sons, Robert (d. about 1334) and John, the ancestor of Peter Worden.  Since Robert died 

before his father, the first John’s heir was Robert’s son, John.58  We thus have three Johns, living at about 

the same time, which has caused considerable confusion for genealogists.  John, son of Robert, inherited 

Aldingham, but the sea was encroaching on that manor house, so John moved a bit inland to build a castle 

at Gleaston.  John, son of John, being the second son, was established by his father at Farleton in the Lune 

valley (there are two Farletons, not far apart, this one is east of Lancaster).  This John married Katherine 

Banastre, the daughter of Adam Banastre, another of those rogue characters who fought against both 

Edward II and Earl Thomas of Lancaster and whom I have discussed above.   

 

Sir John Harrington’s son, Nicholas, was another of those heirs who succeeded when his elder brother 

died in 1362.  Sir Nicholas was another illustrious member of the Harrington family, owing much of his 

success to his association with John of Gaunt, the son of King Edward III and brother of Edward, the 

Black Prince.  John of Gaunt became the Duke of Lancaster by virtue of his marriage with the previous 

duke’s daughter.  John appointed Sir Nicholas to the post of Sheriff of Lancaster, the primary 

administrative office of the duchy.  Sir Nicholas actively served both John of Gaunt and successive kings 

in various capacities including in Parliament and as a commissioner of array and of inquiry.   

In 1399 Richard II was deposed by John of Gaunt’s son, Henry IV.  Sir Nicholas served Henry IV by 

helping to put down a rebellion by Owen Glendower and Henry “Hotspur” Percy (a distant cousin of  

Peter Worden I). 

 

Sir Nicholas Harrington married first a daughter of Sir Thomas Lathom and secondly Isabella, daughter of 

Sir William English by whom he had sons and a daughter Agnes, the wife of Richard Sherburne and the 

ancestor of Peter Worden I.  Proof that Agnes de Harrington was the wife of Richard Sherburne was 

provided by Douglas Hickling on the Medieval Genealogy newsgroup (Google Groups) on 24 May 2004 

(http://archiver.rootsweb.ancestry.com/th/read/GEN-MEDIEVAL/2004-05/1085450671).59  

 

The arms of the Harringtons were sable a fret argent (black with white diagonal crosshatching). 

 

Earl Gospatrick, father of Gunnilda, was Earl of Northumbria at the time of the Norman Conquest. He 

joined the Danes in an invasion of England after the conquest, then made his peace with William the 

Conqueror, but was deprived of Northumberland.  He went to Scotland where he took up with the 

                                                      
56  See J.C. Dickinson, The Priory of Cartmel, 1991. 
57  I discussed William Marshal briefly in WP, Feb. 2013, v. 33, no. 4. 
58  Final Concords, Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, v. 46, p. 194 has a record of the first John, his wife, 

Joan, his father, Robert, and his son John in 1336. 
59  Additional transactions of the Harrington family and Gospatric may be found in Register and Records of Holm 

Cultram, British History Online and Records Relating to the Barony of Kendale, v. 2, pp. 247 ff., also on British 

History Online. 
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Scottish king.  There is some question as to whether his father was Maldred (that his mother was Ealdgyth 

is more secure). 

 

Ancestry of Agnes Cansfield: 

 

1. Michael le Fleming, fl. 1127-50 = dau. of Robert de Stuteville by his wife Erneburga60 

2. Michael le Fleming, d. bef. 1186 = Christian de Stainton dau. of Gilbert de Lancaster son of William de 

Lancaster 

3. William le Fleming, d. abt 1203 = Alice (or Eleanor) dau. of Thomas of Workington d. 1200, son of 

Gospatric, son of Orm and Gunnilda (William and Alice were 4th cousins twice removed) 

4. Sir Michael le Fleming = Agatha of Ravensworth 

5. William le Fleming 

6. Alicia Fleming = Sir Richard Cansfield 

7. Agnes Cansfield, d. abt 1293 = Sir Robert de Harrington (4th cousins twice removed) 

 

The Flemings were also known as “de Furness” after the part of Cumbria in which they resided (Furness 

encompasses Aldingham and Cartmel).61  The name “Le Fleming” suggests that they were originally from 

Flanders.  Washington (see footnote) suggests that the first Michael le Fleming had a brother Rainer le 

Fleming and that they were descended from a Walter Flandrensis who appears in Domesday (1086) in 

Wahull in Bedfordshire, the descent being Walter  Walter II  Simon  Michael and Rainer.  

Through his marriage with a de Stuteville, the first Michael le Fleming obtained the manor of Drigg in 

Cumberland on the Irish Sea.  The first William le Fleming took part in the rebellion of John, Count of 

Mortain (later King John) against his brother King Richard I in 1193.  The Flemings made many grants to 

the Abbey of Furness.62 

 

Descent of the Lancasters:63 

 

1. Gilbert de Lancaster = Godith, dau. of Eldred (above), sister of Ketel 

2. William de Lancaster fl. 1120-70 = Gundrada de Warenne, dau. of William de Warenne and Elizabeth 

(Isabel) de Vermandois 

3.  William II de Lancaster = Christian ? (Hawise de Stuteville? granddaughter of the above Robert de 

Stuteville) 

4.  Gilbert de Lancaster, d. before 1220 

5.  Christian de Stainton64 = Michael le Fleming (1st cousins twice removed) 

 

                                                      
60  For the ancestors of the Stutevilles, see New England Historical and Genealogical Register, v. 76 (1925), p. 373 

and Charles Clay, Early Yorkshire Charters, v. 9.  One source has Michael’s wife as daughter of John son of Robert 

de Stuteville.  
61  In this descent, for all but Agnes Cansfield see S. H. Lee Washington, “The Early History of the Stricklands of 

Sizergh,” New England Historical and Genealogical Register, v. 96 (1942), pp. 315-318.  For the early individuals 

in this ancestry see also Victoria History of the County of Lancaster, v. 8, p. 285 (sub Furness).  Through this 

descent, Peter Worden I is a distant cousin of the first president of the United States. 
62  See Coucher Book of Furness Abbey, Publications of the Chetham Society, new series v. 9.  The Furness coucher 

also has transactions of the Harringtons in v. 9, p. 212 and v. 11, p. 475. 
63  For the Lancasters, lords of Kendal in northern Cumberland see Frederick W. Ragg, “De Lancaster,” 

Transactions of the Cumberland and Westmorland Antiquities and Archaeological Society, new series. v. 10 (1910), 

p. 395 (available from Hathi Trust).  Also K.S.B. Keats-Rohan,  Domesday Descendants (2002), p. 539.  I.J. 

Sanders, English Baronies, 1960, p. 56 has an account of the Lancasters in which it is claimed that the first Gilbert 

Lancaster was son of Ketel, son of Eldred and does not have the second Gilbert. 
64  The Lancasters owned Stainton, which is why Christian was “de Stainton.”  “Christian” rather than “Christiana” 

was a common name for women in those days. 
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The Lancasters were involved with the early Harringtons, and were related to them as indicated above.  

The Ragg work (see footnote) includes charters in 1318 in which Gilbert de Lancaster enfeoffed John de 

Haverington with some land (charters pp. 456-57) (an enfeoffment was like a trust, so Lancaster was 

entrusting Haverington with land which would remain to the benefit of Lancaster and his heirs).  

Elizabeth de Vermandois is a descendant of a prominent French family descended from Charlemagne (in 

at least eight ways). 

 

 

Cartmel Church, tomb of Sir John Harrington and his wife, they are under the canopy, in front is another 

effigy 
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XII. Morecambe Bay and Cockersand Abbey 

 

Morecambe Bay is a large bay in the Irish Sea, south of the Lake District and west of the city of 

Lancaster.  On its shores are great and desolate expanses of sand and mudflats.  A number of rivers flow 

into the bay.  According to Wikipedia, “it is an important wildlife site, with abundant bird life and varied 

marine habitats . . . [and] rich cockle beds.”  Fast tides and quicksand make it a dangerous area.  The 

lower Lake District was for much of its history relatively isolated because of the mountains and difficulty 

of crossing the bay. 

 

On the sands of Morecambe Bay are the ruins of Cockersand Abbey.  Only a single structure remains, the 

Chapter House, although there are remnants of the many other buildings of the abbey.  The abbey was 

founded by the Premonstratensian canons in the late 12th Century as the Hospital of St. Mary.  The 

Premonstratensians, known as the “White Canons” from the color of their habits, were founded in France 

by St. Norbert in 1120.  They are known for a strict form of canonical life marked by austerity, following 

the rule of St. Augustine.  At one time there were dozens of Premonstratensian abbeys in Europe.  Those 

in England were dissolved by King Henry VIII in 1539. 

 

A number of our ancestors gave land to Cockersand Abbey, documented in the Cartulary of the abbey, 

including some Worthingtons.  In 1212–30 a Richard de Werdin is recorded as having held land held of 

Cockersand but we do not know if he was an ancestor. 

 

 

Below: Remains of Cockersand Abbey Chapter House 

Credits: John Darch [CC BY-SA 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0)], via Wikimedia 

Commons 

 

 

  



68 

 

 

XIII.  Lancaster 

 

Lancaster is on the River Lune, from which it takes its name (in Domesday it was referred to as 

“Loncastre.” “Lon” from the river and “castre” for fort).  It gives its name to Lancashire (the county of 

Lancaster).  It is a few miles from Morecambe Bay.  The Queen is the Duke of Lancaster and the Duchy 

of Lancaster holds vast estates throughout England on behalf of the Queen.   

 

A Roman fort stood on the hill in the center of the town in the first century where now stands Lancaster 

Castle.  A priory was founded here in 1094.  Lancaster Castle was first built in the 13th century and was 

enlarged in the time of Elizabeth I.  It was the site of the Pendle witch trials in 1612 where many people 

were sentenced to hang.  In the suppression of Catholicism at least 11 priests were executed here. 

 

The War of the Roses was fought between the houses of York and Lancaster in the 15th century.  The 

Lancastrian symbol was the red rose and that of York, the white rose.  Both houses were descended from 

King Edward III. 
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Map of the places we will visit 
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Churches 

All of our ancestors in England were Catholic up until 1529 when the English church was established by 

King Henry VIII.  After that, in the north of England, many people continued to be Catholic, sometimes 

secretly, sometimes persecuted.  Many of our ancestor families after 1529 continued to practice 

Catholicism, others became members of the Church of England.  Some of these families were split.  Most 

of the Catholic churches became Anglican churches, but not all.   

 

We will visit a number of churches, most were once Catholic but are now Anglican.  Most of them small.   

This is a diagram of a small church.  Some of the churches we see will also have small chapels off to the 

side.  Some are not in cruciform shape, so do not have transepts.  Church yards have cemeteries but do 

not expect to find our ancestors in them, if they were buried there their graves have long disappeared just 

as cemeteries in the U.S. no longer have anyone buried before 1700.  People were buried within the 

church and we will find some of our ancestors buried in their churches. 
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Parts of a church 

altar—the ceremonial table at which the Eucharist (Mass, Holy Communion) is celebrated.  

ambulatory—aisle around the apse 

apse—front of church, often round 

baptismal font—a basin with water for the ceremony of baptism 

baptistry—part of a church used for bqaptism, sometimes a separate structure 

boss—knob or protrusion usually in ceiling 

buttress—projecting support for a wall usually made of stone or brick   

cathedra—a bishop’s seat 

chancel—area in front of the nave with the altar and where the clergy sit 

chantry—a chapel in a church devoted to prayers for the soul of its founder; also a private chapel in an 

estate for the use of its owners 

choir—between nave and sanctuary 

clerestory—row of windows high up on walls of the nave (pronounced cler stri) 

cloister—covered walk often with a wall on one side an columns on the other 

corbel—projection from a wall supporting something above it 

crossing—in a cross shaped church, the area in the center where the two arms cross 

cruciform—cross shaped 

effigy—sculpture of a person 

flying buttress—buttress with an arch extending from the upper part of the wall to the ground 

narthex—an antechamber usually at the entrance to the nave 

nave—part of the church where parishioners sit or stand 

pulpit—raised stand for the minister, often on the left side of the church (facing the altar) where the 

gospel is read; on the right side there may be the lectern, also raised where clergy or non-clergy 

may conduct parts of the service 

refectory—dining room in a monastery 

rood screen—a pierced screen of wood or stone separating the chancel from the nave 

sanctuary—in front of the nave, often separated by a railing, holding the altar, pulpit 

sedilia—recesses in the chancel wall with seats for the clergy 

transcept—in a cross shaped church, the arms of the cross 

tympanum—semi-circular or triangle shaped area above an entrance to the church (beneath an arch and 

above a lintel) often extensively decorated 
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Castles 

 

Castles first began to be built in Europe in the 10th Century to house and protect monarchs, earls, and 

other high-ranking individuals.  The central building, the keep, the home of the lord, was usually built of 

wood as was the external fence or palisade. The first castle design was the motte and bailey.  The motte 

was a raised earthwork, sometimes natural but more often man-made on top of which was the keep.  The 

motte was surrounded by a courtyard or bailey which was then surrounded by a wall, fence, or palisade 

which might be surrounded by a moat or ditch of water.  Later castles deemphasized the motte although 

they still were often built on a hill or other high place.  These later castles had strongly reinforced keeps 

made of stone which were often quite large.  The outside wall was made of stone and was quite thick, 

with a walkway on top.  There often were towers at the corners of the wall for surveillance purposes.  The 

outside wall was often crenellated, that is, tooth shaped (with spaces between the teeth, sometimes called 

a battlement), the gaps providing spaces from which arrows and later guns could be fired. 

 

We will see at least three castles on our trip: the castles at Clitheroe and Skipton and Hellifield Peel.  A 

fortress was built on the site of the current Clitheroe Castle by our ancestor Robert de Lacy and his 

grandson, another Robert de Lacy built the forerunner to the current castle in the late 12th Century.  It is 

an imposing structure, overlooking the valley with Pendle Hill in the distance. 

 

Skipton Castle is the largest castle we will see.  It was originally a motte and bailey design, built in 1090 

by Robert de Romille whose descendants were close associates of the Tempests who lived down the road 

at Bracewell.  It was rebuilt in stone to defend against the Scots and was later owned by Robert de 

Clifford (1276-1314, a distant cousin of ours) who was married to Maud de Clare (also a distant cousin).  

It has six towers and is very well preserved.   

 

A peel is a small defensive tower.  During the time we are concerned about a lord had to get permission of 

his higher lord or the king to crenellate, or fortify his home.  The is the case with our ancestor Lawrence 

Hammerton who obtained permission to crenellate his home in Hellifield, which is now called Hellifield 

Peel. 
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Shields 

[The following is adapted from an article in Wordens Past] 

 

 Heraldry developed in the 12th Century so that men in armor could be recognized on the 

battlefield.  In addition to painting designs on shields, knights painted these designs on their greatcoats, 

hence the term “coat of arms.”  In 1483 the College of Arms was established in England to govern the use 

of coats of arms.  Before that time there was occasional confusion about who had the right to certain 

symbols.  In fact, there were lawsuits about this, including the famous Scrope vs. Grosvenor case, which 

happens to play a part in the establishment of the ancestry of Peter Worden.   

The College was authorized to certify people to use particular arms.  Authorities from the College 

engaged in regular “visitations” of the counties of England up until the middle of the 17th Century.  

Heralds of the College went around to the manors to gather pedigrees and claims of arms.  These 

visitations are now an important source of genealogical information, although they are often flawed 

because they are based on accounts of family members whose knowledge was often incomplete.  The 

College of Arms continues in existence today, verifying claims of right to display arms and processing 

applications for new grants of arms.  There is a separate authority for Scotland, the Lyon Office.  Grants 

of arms are independent of the award of knighthood or higher orders of the peerage, that is, one can be a 

knight and not have arms and one can have arms without being a knight. 

 Coats of arms are inherited by sons.  The first son has rights to the arms of his father, other sons 

may distinguish their arms by “differencing,” introducing a small additional element.  Daughters inherited 

arms (and property) only if there were no surviving sons.  All daughters were coheirs, if they had no 

living brothers.  However, women could not display arms exactly as their fathers, rather they had to show 

them on “lozenges,” diamond shapes, without some of the elements of their fathers’ coats of arms. 

 The whole of a coat of arms is called an “achievement.”  At the center of the achievement and its 

most important part is the shield, usually shaped like a shield but sometimes oval, rectangular, or another 

shape.  None of the other elements are essential.  Above the shield was sometimes a helmet, or in the case 

of royalty, a crown, or for peers, a coronet.  Above that is the “crest,” often an animal or other design.  

The term “crest” is sometimes erroneously used for the whole achievement.  Really important people 

could have “supporters” on each side, usually animals holding the shield.  The royal arms have a lion and 

unicorn as supporters.  Below the shield is the motto of the family, usually in Latin, sometimes in French 

or English.  The design might be surrounded by “mantling,” cloth or leaves that were purely decorative 

and were not part of the official grant of arms but left up to the artist of the moment. 

A description of a coat of arms is called a “blazon” (not to be confused with the verb “emblazon,” 

to paint a colored achievement).  An arcane language was developed for blazons, a combination of old 

French and old English.  One feature of these descriptions is the colors (or “tinctures”).  The most 

common colors are: 

 

Argent —silver (actually white) 

Or—gold (actually yellow) 

Gules—red 

Sable—black 

Azure—blue 

Vert—green 

Purpure—purple (not often used) 

 

Argent and or are called “metals,” the others above are called “colours.”  Tinctures could also be “furs,” 

the most common of which was “ermine,” white with black spots. 

 

Shields usually (but not always) have “charges” on them, animals or other objects.  Animals may be: 
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Erased—as if torn from the body (head or head and neck) 

Guardant—full faced 

Erect—upright 

Couchant—lying down 

Courant—running 

Coward—tail between its legs 

Rampant—standing on hind legs 

Dormant—sleeping 

Passant—walking 

Gorged—collared 

Statant—standing on all four feet 

Sejant—seated 

Affrontee—full faced 

 

Shields were often divided in various ways, called “ordinaries,” thick bands, sometimes with charges on 

them: 

 

Bend—a diagonal bar from the left top to the right bottom of the shield 

Bend sinister—diagonal bar in the other direction 

Chevron—an inverted “v” shape 

Pale—vertical division 

Fess—horizontal division 

Bar—a narrower horizontal division  

 

Other common terms in blazons: 

 

Base—lower part of the shield 

Chief—the upper third of a shield 

Couped—cut off evenly (for example, an animal, in contrast to “erased”) 

Demi—half, usually top half 

Dexter—right side from point of view of person holding the shield 

Sinister—left side from point of view of person holding the shield 

Engrailed—scalloped partition line 

Bordure—the edge of a shield 

 

Blazons begin with the color of the background (“field”) of the shield and then go on to describe the other 

elements of the shield and then the rest of the achievement, with more or less strict rules as to order of 

description.  Colors always follow the elements to which they pertain. 

 

Marriages often resulted in the combination of shields of the two families (the “marshalling of 

arms”).  The rules for how this was done are a little complicated, and the following is an incomplete 

synopsis.  The most common methods of combining arms were “impalement,” “superimposition,” and 

“quartering.”  If a woman was not an heir, her husband could “impale” her father’s arms, which meant 

dividing the shield in half and showing his arms on the dexter side, hers on the sinister.  If she was an 

heir, her arms would be shown as an superimposition, an “escutcheon of pretense” in the center of his 

arms.  Sons of parents both of whom had rights to arms would “quarter” the arms, that is, their shields 

were divided into fourths, with the father’s arms in the first and fourth quarters, the mother’s in the 

second and third.  Of course, there could be marriages of families with quartered arms which would give 

rise to divisions of the shield into sixteenths, or thirty-seconds, or even further. 
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So here are some shields of Worden ancestors, taken from the Victoria History of Lancashire.  These 

drawings are “in trick,” that is, they are uncolored drawings. 

 

 

 

 

And here is the shield of Tempest of Broughton: 

 

 

 

 

Argent, a bend between six martlets sable. Crest—a griffin’s head erased per pale arg. and sa., crined and 

beaken gu.  

Motto—Loyouf as thou fynds 

 

The martlet was a mythical bird without feet, since it never alighted. 

  



76 

 

Timeline 

 

See: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_English_history 

 

Prior to the first century B.C. England was occupied by various tribes known as Britons.  The far north of 

Scotland was occupied by Picts.   

 

54 BC Julius Caesar conquered a third of England. 

 

383 Romans began to withdraw from England. 

 

449 Angles and Saxons (from Germany) together with the Jutes and Frisians began to occupy Great 

Britain, beginning a period of several tribes controlling various parts of the island. 

 

793, 842, 980 Invasions of the Vikings. 

 

25 December 800 Charlemagne crowned Holy Roman Emperor 

 

871-899 King Alfred, unified much of England. 

 

1016 Cnut of Denmark becomes King of England 

 

1042-1066 Edward the Confessor King of England succeeded by Harold. 

 

25 September 1066 King Harold defeated Norsemen under Harald Hardrada at the Battle of Stamford 

Bridge then had to rush south to defend against the Norman Invasion. 

 

14 October 1066 Battle of Hastings, defeat of King Harold by William, Duke of Normandy, William 

crowned king of England on Christmas day. 

 

1086: Domesday (pronounced “Doomsday”) Book.  

 

1215 Magna Carta 

 

1280 First cannon in Europe in Iberia 

 

1314 Battle of Bannockburn—defeat of the English by the Scots, Scottish independence 

 

1345 Battle of Crecy, use of cannon by England against France 

 

1348-49 Black Death (Bubonic Plague) in England, 40-60% of population died 

 

1361-62 Plague returned, 20% of population died; recurred periodically until 18th C. 

 

1382 Possible first mention of crumpets 

 

Late 14th Century First firearms in Europe 

 

1415 Battle of Agincourt—major English victory over France in the 100 Years’ War 
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1455 to 1487 War of the Roses—conflict between the Lancastrians (Red Rose) and Yorkists (White 

Rose) for the throne of England, the leaders of both factions were descendants of King Edward III.  

Victory went to Henry Tudor, Earl of Richmond, who defeated the last Yorkist king, Richard III, at the 

Battle of Bosworth Field (1485).  Henry became King Henry VII, married Elizabeth of York, thereby 

uniting the two houses and establishing the Tudor Dynasty. 

 

1529 The establishment of the English church by King Henry VIII 

 

1536 Dissolution of the monasteries 

 

1550 Wallpaper arrives in Europe from China 

 

1565 Lead pencil invented 

 

1605 Guy Fawkes led the foiled Gunpowder Plot in London, an attempt to blow up the House of Lords 

and assassinate King James I 

 

1618-1648 Thirty Years’ War—war in Europe between Protestants and Catholics, Protestant England vs. 

France and Spain 

 

1642 Civil War began 

 

1649 Execution of Charles I 

 

1653-1659 Protectorate under Oliver Cromwell 

 

1660 Restoration of the monarchy  

 

1665 Great Plague in London 

 

2-5 September 1666 Great Fire of London 
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Glossary of Medieval Genealogy 

 

[my attempts to provide pronunciations are in parentheses] 

advowson—right to appoint a cleric to a church which job was called a living.  The cleric could then 

collect the tithes and other income of the church.  Owning an advowson was valuable since the 

owner could get a kick-back or other benefit from the incumbent of the living. 

aid—dues payable by a tenant to his lord usually on a special occasion such as the marriage of the lord’s  

daughter or knighting of his son 

assart—(ass art) bringing a piece of land under cultivation 

assize—(a size) regulation and inspection of the quality, weight, or measurement of goods 

Assize, court of—a county court presided over by a king’s judge on circuit 

attainder— the forfeiture of all lands after judgment of death for treason or other high crimes  

aulnager—an inspector of cloth 

bailiff—manager of a manor 

baron—lowest of the ranks of the peerage 

bovate—one eighth of a ploughland, also called an oxgang 

burgage—(bur’gage) rental property, usually including a house and small amount of land, rent in form of 

money 

cadet—member of a subsidiary branch of a family 

calendar—catalogue of documents giving the essential information 

Candlemas—February 2, Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary, blessing of the candles to 

be used during the year 

cartulary—registry of grants and rentals to and from a religious institution or family 

carucate—originally the land an eight ox plough team could cultivate, 160-180 acres; by 1086 

(Domesday) a unit of taxation 

chancery—the court and office of the Chancellor, dates from before the Conquest, the Chancellor was a 

kind of secretary for all departments preserving documents.  The Court of Chancery was a court 

of equity for cases that could not be handled under the common law 

chantry—a chapel in a church or in a separate building for prayers for the benefactor and his ancestors 

chapman—merchant 

chirograph—document written more than once on the same piece of parchment then cut apart, for 

example an indenture 

clerk—a clergyman or writer.  Usually someone trained in Latin so could write out documents or be a 

clergyman 

close—piece of land enclosed by hedge or fence 

Close Roll—see below under Patent Roll 

common law—the law of the king’s courts as opposed to that of local courts, hence common to the whole 

country 

county—of  Anglo-Saxon origin.  Also called “shires” and are usually named for a prominent town.  

Yorkshire and The County of York mean the same thing as do Lancashire and The County of 

Lancaster.   Counties came to be administered by sheriffs.  

croft—land adjoining a house 

curate—until 17th century synonymous with “incumbent” of a church, later an assistant priest 

Danegeld—in the 10th and 11th Centuries a tax paid to buy peace from the Vikings, later a tax for 

military purposes 

deacon—a clerk below the status of priest 

deforciant—(de for shunt) defendant 

demesne—(de main) the parts of a manor the lord reserved for his own use as distinct from those 

occupied by tenants 

demise—convey by will or lease an estate either in Fee Simple or Fee Tail or for a term of years 
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diem clausit extremum—writ ordering an Inquisition Post Mortem on the death of a landholder 

disseisin—(dis e sen) forcible eviction 

Domesday Book—(doomsday) the result of a survey of land in 1086 ordered by King William I to 

facilitate the collection of taxes owed to the crown. Pronounced “doomsday.” 

dorse—the reverse side of a document.  Rolls consisted of long sheets of parchment and both sides were 

used to write lists of court or regnal actions, the reverse side being called the dorse.  Other 

documents sometimes had a notation on the back called an endorsement.  You endorse a check on 

its reverse. 

dower—the part of an estate owed to the widow, usually one-third. Do not confuse with dowry. 

dowry—the property a wife brought to her husband, perhaps given by her father. Do not confuse with 

dower. 

duke—the first kings after the Conquest were Dukes of Normandy, there were no other dukes.  The first 

other duke was that of Cornwall, created by Edward III for his son the Black Prince.  The wife of 

a duke is a duchess. 

earl—before the conquest the highest rank of nobility after the king, after the conquest behind Dukes and 

later after Marquesses.  In France and on the continent the equivalent was a count.  Both in 

Europe and England the wife was known as Countess. 

enclosure—a field of land enclosed by a fence 

entail—a grant of land to a person “and heirs of his body.” The land was called “estate tail” and the mode 

of tenure “fee tail.”  The land would pass on the principal of primogeniture but if a person did not 

have living children the land reverted to the original grantee or his heirs.   

escheat—(es cheat) reversion of land to the superior lord on the death of a tenant without heirs or on 

account of a felony of the tenant.  Escheators held escheated land for the king and called for 

Inquisitions Post Mortem on the death of a tenant of the king. 

exchequer—a court of the king responsible for collecting the royal revenue; the name arose from the 

checkered cloth on which calculations were done 

eyre—(air) from a Latin word meaning journey, a court of itinerant royal judges, replaced by assizes. 

farm (also spelled ferm)—as a verb, to let out a task (e.g., collecting a tax) for a fixed payment; as a noun 

the rent paid for landholding 

fee—in fee means hereditary, in fee male means through male descent, a fee simple was a freehold estate 

which passed at death to the heir 

feet of fines—land was sometimes conveyed through a legal fiction: the buyer would sue the seller for the 

land and the suit was then settled. The transaction was recorded in triplicate on a single sheet of 

parchment which was then cut apart irregularly. The bottom of the sheet, the “foot of fine” was 

kept by the court. The irregular cuts were to prevent forgery, if question arose later the three 

versions could be checked to see if they fit together (the documents were said to be “indented” 

from which we get the term indenture). These transactions and their records were also called 

“fines” or “final concords.”  Many Feet of Fines have survived, many of them at The National 

Archives in Kew.  Since they often mention relationships they are useful for genealogy. 

feodary—a survey of the obligations of crown tenants, e.g., the number of knights to be supplied 

feoffment—a transfer of title to property (sometimes this was a transfer to a trust, much like the trusts we 

have today) 

feudalism—a social system first developed after the breakup of the Roman Empire.  As instituted by 

William the Conqueror all the land of England was owned by the king.  His nobles held their land 

in return for knight service, that is, they had to supply the king with a certain number of knights 

for certain periods of time for his military campaigns.  These nobles in turn let out parts of their 

lands under similar conditions, a process known as subinfeudation.  Later, the system broke down 

and knight service was replaced by money payments.  Theoretically, for much of the medieval 

period all land was in the control of the Pope and the king was his vassal.   

fine rolls—lists of payments to the crown, also appointments of officials and records of orders to sheriffs, 

etc. Calendars of fine rolls have been made many of which are on line. 
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forest—an area, not necessarily wooded in which the king had rights to hunt and in which game was 

preserved, occupants were governed by forest law which was more restrictive than normal. 

frankalmoign—(frank al moin) free alms, grants of land to religious houses requiring prayer for the souls 

of the grantor and others he or she designated.  The recipient houses did not have other 

obligations such as knight service or taxes. 

free warren—right to hunt in a particular area anything furred or feathered except deer and boar 

freehold—a form of land holding, originally land held in non-servile tenure for life or in fee simple or fee 

tail.  Tenure in perpetuity. 

gaol delivery—hearing of the charges against prisoners 

gaol—(jail) jail 

glebe—land held by a clergyman by right of his position 

guild, craft—associations of master craftsmen organized to protect their member’s interests, maintain 

prices, etc. 

guild, merchant—an association of merchants.  Under royal charter they could hold their own courts and 

were given other rights. 

hanaper—the department of the Chancery where fees were paid for enrolling charters 

hide—originally the land needed to support one family, about 90-120 acres depending on the type of land, 

later a tax unit 

honour—a large estate held by a lord 

hue and cry—when a crime was committed the victim or witnesses were required to raise an alarm by 

shouting and those in earshot should come to their aid and secure the guilty person.  Failure to 

raise a hue and cry could result in a fine. 

hundred—a division of counties containing about 100 families or 100 hides.   

infangtheof—(in fang thof) right of a manor court to judge a thief caught in its boundaries. 

Inquisition Post Mortem—an investigation by a jury of the land holdings of a deceased person for the 

purposes of determining taxes owed by his or her successors.  Inquisitions into other matters, 

notably the age of heirs, are often filed with IPMs. 

interregnum—period between reigns of Charles I and Charles II, 1649-1660, the period of the 

Commonwealth 

Knight of the Shire—member of Parliament representing a county 

knight service—the requirement to give military service to one’s lord, that is, to provide a certain number 

of knights for a certain period of time each year.  Also called a knight’s fee. One might owe a 

fraction of a knight’s fee which meant a fraction of the time required by a full knight’s fee but 

more often was converted to a money payment. 

Lady Day—March 25th.  Feast of the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary. New Year’s Day until 1752 when 

it was moved to January 1. 

law terms—Dates four times a year when courts convened: Hilary (January 13), Easter, Trinity (mid-

May), Michaelmas (mikel mas) (Sept. 28). 

lorimer—maker of bits & spurs, a saddler 

lozenge—in heraldry diamond shaped 

mainprise—(main prize) committing someone into the custody of someone (the “mainpernor”) who gives 

assurances that he will appear at a certain time and place 

manor—a (usually) large estate, presided over by a lord who would not necessarily have a title.  The 

manor would have had a manor house for the lord, and other people resided on the land, some 

renting land or having other rights to it, and some villeins, bound to the land.  There might be a 

village with a church.  Some land would be “commons” available to all residents of the manor for 

pasture.  The lord would hold periodic courts for administrative and judicial purposes which the 

renting residents were required to attend. Manors were administered for the lord by bailiffs 

maritagium—(mari tay gium) gift to a daughter on her marriage 

marquess (French: marquis)—(mark ess) title between a duke and an earl; the first marquess was Robert 

de Vere, Earl of Oxford made Marquess of Dublin in 1385, a distant cousin of Peter Worden I. 



81 

 

mercer—dealer in textiles, particularly fine fabrics 

messuage—(mess wige) land with a home and perhaps out-buildings 

moiety—(moy i tee) half, as a moiety of a manor 

mort d’ancestor—a claim to be an heir of property 

mortmain—literally the “dead hand.” The inalienable ownership of property by an organization, usually 

the church.  Beginning with King Edward I in 1279 the crown attempted to limit the right of 

mortmain. 

moss—bog, swamp 

nephew, niece—a kinsman or descendant 

novel disseisin, writ of—a claim of improper dispossession of land 

octave—eight day period, usually after a feast day 

pannage—right to feed pigs in the woods of a manor, also a payment for such a right 

parish—a township or group of townships under a single priest.  A township is a civil division of a parish 

with its own constable, earlier called a “vill.”  The term town is more informal, referring to towns, 

villages, and hamlets. 

Patent Roll—orders of the monarch were of two types: Letters Patent, which were public, and Letters 

Close which were folded and sealed. They were written in Latin. Copies of these letters were 

made and stitched together in rolls and are kept in TNA. English summaries of both kinds of 

letters have been published, they are called “calendars.” 

Peerage—at present there are five ranks: Duke, Marquess, Earl, Viscount, and Baron.  At the time of the 

Conquest and for some time after there were only Earls, although the King was the Duke of 

Normandy. 

personalty—(person al ty) movable property not passing to the heir, including cattle, furniture, leases, 

etc.; could be bequeathed by a will. 

pipe rolls—annual accounts by the sheriffs of counties of amounts paid to and owed to the king; they are 

on long strips of parchment that are rolled up and resemble pipes; preserved at the National 

Archives in Kew. 

portion—money brought by a bride to her husband 

primogeniture—descent of land or title to the eldest son 

prothonotary—(proth on otary) chief clerk of a court 

quo warranto—by what authority, an inquisition quo warranto was an inquiry into the basis for a claim, 

usually of property 

rector—owner of a parish benefice, the recipient of moneys paid the church, responsible for the upkeep of 

the chancel of the church 

recusant—a person refusing to attend services of the Anglican parish church 

reeve—foreman of the villeins of a manor 

registration of births, deaths, and marriages—in the 1500s parishes were required to register vital events, 

the date this began varied considerably by parish.  Printed parish registers have been published 

for many parishes and some are online.   In 1837 civil registration of vital events began the 

records of which are available. 

regnal years—dating of documents by the year of the monarch’s reign 

roll—a document written on parchment either stitched together end to end or at the top of a stack; often 

rolled up 

rotulet—a small roll 

scutage—(sku taj) annual money payment to a lord, early on as a substitute for knight’s service 

seisin—(season) to take possession of land 

serf—a status lower than a villein such that even his body belonged to the lord, common at the time of 

Domesday, becoming extinct shortly after 

serjeanty—(sir je an ty) a type of tenure between knight service and socage in which land was held 

conditional on performance of a service other than knight service 

sheriff—[shire reeve] chief administrative officer of a county, responsible, among other things for tax 
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collection 

socage—(so cage) land held by payment of money rent and fealty to the lord, in contrast to land held for 

knight service 

star chamber—a court designed to provide justice outside the common law, much respected until the reign 

of Charles I when it was abused in favor of the Anglican Church. 

steward—senior administrative official of a manor, also the seneschal 

subinfeudation—the granting by a tenant-in-chief (the tenant of the Crown) or sub-tenant of land to a 

further sub-tenant.  The feudal obligations of the land (knight service, etc.) passed to the sub-

tenant 

taxes—took many forms, sometimes based on characteristics of houses such as hearths and windows 

tenement – a holding of property (tenure) 

time immemorial—before Richard I, 1189. 

toft— plot of land with a building 

turbary—(tur bar y) right to cut turf (for fuel) 

valet—boy of the upper or middle class put out to another family to learn manners and obedience 

vassal—person who holds land from a superior lord and pays homage to him 

vicar—parish incumbent not receiving the tithes as did the rector who may have paid the vicar a salary 

villein—(vill in) a tenant of a manor who held land by agricultural services.  He was a farmer who 

worked property let to him and also worked on the lord’s land 

virgate—(vir gate) a quarter of a hide, also a yardland 

viscount—the fourth rank in the peerage, between an earl and baron. 

wapentake—subdivision of a county now replaced by hundred 

waste—land of a manor not arable, meadow, or wood, often used for pasture, over time gradually assarted 

writ of elegit and inquisition—(el git) court order by which a debtor’s goods and sometimes land is 

delivered to the debt holder 

writ—command of a court often initiating a suit and perhaps summoning a defendant.  Usually the 

complainant had to pay for a writ. 

yeoman—originally a knight’s servant, later a cultivator of the soil lower in class than a gentleman.  Also 

a husbandman. 
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Kings and Queens of England 

(From Wikipedia) 

Dates Ruler House 

871-899 Alfred the Great  House of Wessex 

899-925 Edward the Elder House of Wessex 

925-940 Athelstan House of Wessex 

940-946 Edmund  House of Wessex 

946-955 Edred House of Wessex 

955-959 Edwy House of Wessex 

959-975 Edgar  House of Wessex 

975-978 Edward the Martyr House of Wessex 

978-1016 Ethelred II the Unready House of Wessex 

1016 Edmund lronside  House of Wessex 

1016-1035  Cnut (Canute) House of Denmark 

1035-1040 Harold I Harefoot House of Denmark 

1040-1042 Harthacanut House of Denmark 

1042-1066  Edward the Confessor  House of Wessex 

1066 Harold II  House of Wessex 

1066-1087 William I The Conqueror House of Normandy  

1087-1100 William II son House of Normandy  

1100-1135 Henry I brother House of Normandy  

1135-1154  Stephen grandson of William I House of Blois 

1154-1189 Henry II grandson of Henry I House of Angevin 

1189-1199 Richard I son House of Angevin 

1199-1216 John brother House of Angevin 

1216-1272 Henry III son House of Plantagenet 

1272-1307 Edward I son House of Plantagenet 

1307-1327 Edward II son House of Plantagenet 

1327-1377 Edward III son House of Plantagenet 

1377-1399 Richard II son House of Plantagenet 

1399-1413  
Henry IV son of John of Gaunt; grandson of 

Edward III 
House of Lancaster 

1413-1422 Henry V son House of Lancaster 

1422-1461 Henry VI son House of Lancaster 

1461-1483  Edward IV great-great grandson of Edward III House of York 

1483 
Edward V son, not crowned, with brother 

Richard a Prince in the Tower 
House of York 

1483-1485  Richard III brother of Edward IV House of York 

1485-1509 

Henry VII husband of Elizabeth, dau. of Edward 

IV; g-g grandson of John of Gaunt, son of 

Edward III 

House of Tudor 

http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=alfred
http://www.britroyals.com/wessex.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=edwardelder
http://www.britroyals.com/wessex.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=athelstan
http://www.britroyals.com/wessex.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=edmund
http://www.britroyals.com/wessex.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=edred
http://www.britroyals.com/wessex.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=edwy
http://www.britroyals.com/wessex.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=edgar
http://www.britroyals.com/wessex.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=edwardmartyr
http://www.britroyals.com/wessex.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=ethelred2
http://www.britroyals.com/wessex.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=edmund2
http://www.britroyals.com/wessex.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=canute
http://www.britroyals.com/wessex.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=harold1
http://www.britroyals.com/wessex.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=harthacnut
http://www.britroyals.com/wessex.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=edwardconfessor
http://www.britroyals.com/wessex.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=harold2
http://www.britroyals.com/wessex.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=william1
http://www.britroyals.com/normans.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=william2
http://www.britroyals.com/normans.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=henry1
http://www.britroyals.com/normans.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=stephen
http://www.britroyals.com/normans.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=henry2
http://www.britroyals.com/normans.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=richard1
http://www.britroyals.com/normans.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=john
http://www.britroyals.com/normans.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=henry3
http://www.britroyals.com/plantagenet.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=edward1
http://www.britroyals.com/plantagenet.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=edward2
http://www.britroyals.com/plantagenet.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=edward3
http://www.britroyals.com/plantagenet.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=richard2
http://www.britroyals.com/plantagenet.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=henry4
http://www.britroyals.com/plantagenet.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=henry5
http://www.britroyals.com/plantagenet.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=henry6
http://www.britroyals.com/plantagenet.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=edward4
http://www.britroyals.com/plantagenet.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=edward5
http://www.britroyals.com/plantagenet.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=richard3
http://www.britroyals.com/plantagenet.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=henry7
http://www.britroyals.com/tudor.htm
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 1603-1625 

James I (King of Scotland as James VI 1567-

1625) son of Mary, Queen of Scots; g-g grandson 

of Henry VII 

House of Stuart 

1625-1649 Charles I son, executed House of Stuart 

1649-1653 Commonwealth  Commonwealth  

1653-1658 Oliver Cromwell (Lord Protector) Commonwealth  

1658-1659 Richard Cromwell (Lord Protector)  Commonwealth  

1660-1685 Charles II son of Charles I House of Stuart 

1685-1688 James II brother House of Stuart 

1689-1694 
William III of Orange and Mary II (jointly) 

daughter and son-in-law 
House of Orange 

1694-1702 William III (alone) grandson of Charles I House of Orange 

 

MONARCHS OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND 

1702-1714 Anne daughter of James II House of Stuart 

1714-1727 George I great-grandson of James I House of Hanover 

1727-1760 George II son House of Hanover 

1760-1820 George III grandson House of Hanover 

1820-1830  George IV son House of Hanover 

1830-1837  William IV brother House of Hanover 

1837-1901 Victoria granddaughter of George III House of Hanover 

1901-1910  Edward VII son House of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha 

1910-1936  George V son House of Windsor  

1936  Edward VIII son, abdicated House of Windsor  

1936-1952  George VI brother House of Windsor  

1952-  Elizabeth II daughter House of Windsor  

 

 

http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=james1
http://www.britroyals.com/stuart.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=charles1
http://www.britroyals.com/stuart.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=charles2
http://www.britroyals.com/stuart.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=james2
http://www.britroyals.com/stuart.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=william3
http://www.britroyals.com/stuart.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=william3
http://www.britroyals.com/stuart.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=anne
http://www.britroyals.com/stuart.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=george1
http://www.britroyals.com/hanover.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=george2
http://www.britroyals.com/hanover.htm
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                                                                             Robert de Holand 

                                                                               | 

                                                            Thurstan de Holand = dau. of Adam de Kellet        

     Richard Tempest =                    __________________living 1275________|   

          d. 1297    |                    | 

                     |                Robert de Holand = Elizabeth de Samlesbury 

                     |                living 1284______|________________________________________________________________ 

                     |                    |                          |                                                 | 

             John Tempest  =      Robert de Holand = Maud la Zouche  |                           Adam Banaster = (3) Margaret d>1329 

             b.1283 d.1359 |      d. 1328              ______________|                                         |     = (1) John Blackburn d<1302 

                           |                           |                 John Harington    ____________________|     | 

                           |                           |               1281-1347 |         |                         |               John de Mowbray 

                           |         Edmund Talbot = Joan Holand              John = Katherine        Robert = Alice Blackburn      = Aline de Braose 

                           |         d>19 Jul 1310 |                    Harrington | Banestre      Sherburne | m. prob 1310         |__________  

                           |                    Thomas Talbot d.<1342      d. 1361 |                         |                                | 

                           |         _________________(____________________________(_________________________|        William Plumpton  = Christiana 

                           |         |                (                            (                         |        (3rd husb) d. 1362 | de Mowbray 

                 John Tempest  = Katherine            |                            |      Margaret = John Sherburne    _________________| 

                 b. ca 1313    |  Sherburne           |                            |      d> 1391  |                   | 

                 m<1353        |                      |                            |     Richard Sherburne = Alice Plumpton 

         ______________________|  ____________________|                            |    m. 1351,d. 1369/70 | 

         |                        |                                                |                       | 

     Richard Tempest  = Maria Talbot                                               |                       |        Margaret = John Bayley 

     b.ca 1334 d.1390 |                                                            |                       |                 | d.1391 

                      |                                                            |                       |                 | 

                      |                                                           Nicholas = Isabel      Margaret   = Richard Bayley 

                 Richard Tempest  =                                             Harrington |  English    Sherburne  | d. 1379 

                 b.1356 d.1428    |                                                        |_____________________   |_________ 

                                  |       Richard Hamerton = Elizabeth de Radcliffe                             |            | 

          ________________________|  ______________________|                                                   Agnes  = Richard (Bayley) Sherburne 

          |                          |                                                                     Harrington | b.ca 1382, d.1441 

      Isabel Tempest = Laurence Hamerton                                                                      d. 1444   | 

                     | d< Jun 1449                                                                                    | 

                  ___|         _______________________________________________________________________________________| 

                  |           | 

       Alice Hamerton = Richard Sherburne                              

         b. ca 1412   | d.1441                          Tempests before Richard (d. 1297) 

                      |                                 Roger living 1151 
          ____________|                                 Richard living 1153 

         |                                              Roger m. ca 1188 Alice daughter of Elias de Rilleston; eldest son                                     

      Agnes Sherburne = Henry Rishton                   Richard living 1222 m. Elena de Tong; eldest son                                         

                      |                                 Richard d. ca 1268; eldest son                                         

          Nicholas Rishton = Margaret Radcliffe         Roger d. before June 1288 m. Alice daughter of Walter de Waddington; eldest son                                                        

                           |                            Richard d.1297; eldest son 

                  Agnes Rishton = Richard Worthington 

                              |                         ( 

                Peter Worthington = Isobel de Anderton  (  indicates that the line jumps over the intersecting line.  < = before, > = after 

                                  | 

     Robert Worden = Isobel Worthington 

                   |                                                   

            Peter Worden I                        
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Manchester city center, walking route to Chetham’s Library shown in blue dotted line 

 


